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The Comical Hiftoryofdbc 

iSMerchant of Venice* 

t^thmit. Infooth Ikntm net nhfl ub To fid, 
lit nciriet iMjoa (vf it wearieiyon ; 
RBtic bow Icaugbt it.foand itj 01 canw bj i^ 
f What l^uffc tis made off.wfaereofit i* bone, 

eiinuolearae.-acfacbavrant-wc fadiKsiiiiilGei 

oftne, 
Tbat 1 hnieflioebfdoecDlniewfnf fdfe. 

54/«-flw. Your mhideii tofltng on tbe Ocean, 
There where your Argofiei whhportly lajrle. 
Like SignioTs ind rich Burgars on tbe fiood, '^ 

Or at it were the Pigeanti oTthe fea. 
Doe ouer-peere the petty trafBqtfen 
That curfie to them^do tbem reueience 
As tlief fliebytbem with their weucnwbigs. 

5'<i/4MW.BcleeiMroefir(faadIfuchvenniicfooRh« ' 
The better pan of my affe^Hom would 
Be with my hopei abroad* I (hoold be Aill 
Plucking the graCfcitoltnow whert 6m tbe winidey 
PieringinMapt,fbrPon(,rotI>eercstadRo()ei} 
And euery obie^ that might make me feait • 
M iifortune to my ventuiei,oift of (toubc 
Would makcneftd. 

h% Mr. 
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lilbidd imrcedi^fiiuW &t»tt^^ 
ikK } IhoaM thsiilK^ ofiMMIref »aii<! offlat ^ 
Atui lee my vrealchy AnJL'fw dockes in faiui^ 
Veyli^ her high cop lower tM(n hcxixhsp 
ToteKeKerblvialt Should I gaio Cttur^it^ 
And fee the holy edifice of ftone. 
And not bethinfitlht Mal^ dratngf foti^ftiirr^^ 
Which touching but my gentle Teffds Hile/ 
Would fcatter ail the fpket oo ^ ftctMMy * 
Fntobe the roaring waters with itiy ^kei ; 
And m a WDcdj^ but ^uen m^ wot th thii^ 
And now worth siothiOjK ).Sl|iA I baut tbt tkou^ 
To thipkebn thlf .aad m^U I tacke diethottl^' , 
That fuch a thingbc-cbaiic'd WMtdoMkciM Mlt 
fiiK teU not me^l know Am k ^ 
Is lad to tfiinke vpon his merchandtae* 

Anib. Beleeue me nat IdMokt mtfUnMm fertv 
My ventures are not in one DotcMM iniftfdy 
Nor xp oneplace; nor is my ifrtiole afiatc 
VpodRhe fortune ^^tfaii occibt yeara r 
Tnerefore my mercnandizc makcama ttM (ad« 
SsUr. Then y'are in loiie^ 
Anth.l^\tjat^ 

Sa/m-p Not in louaiietditc< TbtnUitt mv you «re fad^ 
r^ccaufe you ara itoc «iany t and^tware i» aana 
For you to laugh andle^^aadiaf^tfiaradiarffy^ 
Becaufeyou are not (mL Maw l>jFtwarbteiM/4Mii« 
Nature hatbAiitiMAMi|afaltowcaia)iariiftMr 
Some that wiU fcmiinuii pfaft thtoug^ fivcXt eiasi 
AndhughUkePariauMabal^pari^ 
And other of fitch ^efpMr a^^ai^ii 
That thevl not (hew tbetr teeth in way of Mbf 
TbiflKhNcftor fwcarc the iiftbc Uughabkt 



,Utm,}}TTr romf I lttsimiiffmm(4im\hk fciiifiiniii. 

We Imik Tou DOW wit^ bcffg wm fVV * ........ 

5'j/W. I would fatueftudcd^XJM nude yoNMifi', 
If wonbier fricnda hj^ nocpnMoacif ne. 

I takeUyoar owoe bnfitufir^ 9By<M)» 

And you embrace the ofofioaiajc^uic* 

54'«r.Gop4«octowi^|[oadljQ^. - ^ 

A^. Goad figiMfktwt^ whco fluU we lu^K f £^| wbcn ^ 

Yougrow«cec(lingftnoge;autAubero? 

£«/^. Wcel nuke out ^Turet to «ud4oii yourfc. ^ 

£«r. My Lord Sff«M»J^^oM junip bond tfetiitft 
we two Witt Je w* yoD t Uk It fUnocr t^ 
Iprty you htac ianiiefli.wbert w'ewuft mccte. ■ ^ 

A^lwillfDotfiileyou. i'xk- 

You bau w«o iBu4i refpci£l vpoin t^ world : 
Tbey loofe tt that do bk^ It witb auc^ cue, 
BelecueffCjfqiMtcnKiMilounycbaogd. • - 

ite> I bolddic woiIdLtu a& tiic world C^vuiaMf, 
iUh^wbeie euery one tnuH pUy apait, 
Andmioetfadone. 

maih wiwh iwd la u gb w jei oldwffiwlflgcciifi. 
Awiltt BW LlMK nth«r.kcaK with wia^ , 
3lKamynea(t<oolfwith.aMMt|fyiaggpooea* 
Why (hould aniaa whofc blood U wanbe widuu, 
StthkchiiGnadfifecvtia.AkUafiet/ . 
Sleepe wheahewaket^andcrCGpel^tiif tauoojei. 
By being (Kcuilh 7 1 tdt^ceyrinc .j^»lm^, 
Uouc thee, and tii n)y loNf^ttiEKakei. 
TIiCTeaj;cafonofmen,idulefi^;ci 

As «i> 
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Tbe QomicaH Hifiwy if 

D<K dftamc and imnctc Kkea ftiodtiig poud^ 
And do t tviUiiU flilnefle emertaine^ 
With mirpofe to be drcft v\ an opinion 
Of wiledonie,grauity,pro(bitnd conceit^ 
As vvho (hould fay , I am fir OracI^ 
And when I ope my lips«letiio dog barke. 

my Anth§m§^ I do know of thofe 
That therefore onely are reputed wife ' 
For faying nothing ; wlien I am rery fure 

If they (houid fpeake^would almoft dam thofe earef i 

Which hearing them would cill thdr brocheii fbolet ^ 

lie tell thee more of this another time. 

But ^ not with this melancholylbaifty 

PbrtMs foole^gttdgin^this opinion : 

Come good Ir^^MM^rweli awhile^ ' 

He end^y exhomtion after dinner* 

i>rr9. Well, we will leaue you then lifl dinner time. 

1 muft be one of thefe iame dumbe wife meni 
For Cnuinno neuer leu me (peake. 

^r4. Wcllykeepe me company but two yearct moe« 
Thou (halt not know tiie found of thine owne tongue. ' 

^«.FarwellJle grow a talker for thta geare. 

(7r4,Thanks ^faith^for filencc is onely commend^le 
In a neats tongue driedyand a maide not yendable. 

^if.It is that any thing now. 

Bdjf,Gr4i$4t(9 fpeakes an infinite deale of noihing^more then 
any man in all Penkt^ hit reafooi are at two graines of wheate 
bid in two bufliels ofchafie : you (ball feeke all day ere you 
findethemi and when you haue them^they are not worth die 
fearch. 

^ifr. Wellytell roe now what Lady is the fame 
To whofai you fwore a fecret pilgrnnagef 
That you to day promifd to tell me off 

Bsf.Tit not vnkno wne to vou Awthmfkf 
How much I haue difabled nmt cftate^ 

By 
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the 9^mb4nt of Vemcel 

Bv fomething (hewing t nioct fwelUog port^ 
Tnen my faint mcanes vrouUI grani cootinoaace^ 
Nor do I now make inoaoe to Deabtidg'd 
From fuch a noUc ratcjbut iii|^ cbcefe care 
Is to come fairely ofiFfir om cht great debca 
Wherein my time fomething too prodigal! 
Hath left me gag'd : to you Amhmm^ 
I owe the moft in money and in looe^ 
And from vour lode Ihaue a warranty 
To vnburchen all my ploca and pnrpoies 
. How to get cleere of all the debiai owe* 

jimtb0. 1 pr jqf yottgooid Muffimi^Jkt me know it, . 
And if it ftand as you your fwe ftiU do. 
Within the eye of honour, be affured 
My purfe^my perfon, my extremeft meancs 
Lie all ynlodct to your occafiom. 

Buf. In my fchoole dweMRrbeo I bad loft oiiciha6» , 
I (hot his fellow of the fiate4atM fttfibi 
The felfe-fame way .with more aduiied watch 
To finde the other foorth^aad hf aditcotriog boih^ 
I oft found both : I vrge thta chukUiood pcMft^ 
Becaufe what followed, if pure iattoccace. 
I owe you much,and like a wittdljfouih. 
That which I owe is loft, but If you pteafe 
To (hoote another arrow that (m way 
Which vou did flioote the firft, I do not doubt. 
As I will watch the ayme or to finde both. 
Or bring your latter hazard backe agaioe, , 
And thankfully reft debeer for ihefim. 

• jifiuYou know me well.and heerein (pend but link: 
To winde about my loue with circuniiftance» 
And out of doubt you do me now more wron^ 
bi making queftion of my vttermoft. 
Then if you had made wlifte of all I haue : 
Tbendo but fiiy to me»what I fliouM doy 
That in your knowledge may by me be doM, . 
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And I tm prcft f ato \% thotlbiifectbch 
Bsf.lnV^Imm k i Ltdjr ricUf kft. 
An d mc it ftire^ tndfiirardim ctec word^ 

f wondrous vercucs. Somtdnict fvo« hl^r €VM 

1 did receiue faire fpeechlcflii mefltgtf a ^ 
Her name is P^rr u ; nothing vade^-^alcwU 
To C^0i daughcer^ Bntnm fw$l0. 

Nor is the wide world ignoftntoflMr wociK 
For the foure winds blovit in from iUirf coalfc 
Renowned Tutors, and bet tanm locket 
Hang on her temples like ayiutrtMitfe 
whioi makes her &ac oBBmfmi^fmRm ftrot^ 
And many Af/W comei hi niatft iofher* 
Omy Atftbmh, had I but thoibeaaci 
To hold t riuall place widi ocie of riMHv 
I haue a niinde prefages me fiich MAb 
That I fliovld^McftkHiMre bttbmm^. 

Jim. Thou knowft thee elt oif ^bcimet are aifeit 
Neither haue I nxmey ^ nor eommodky. 
To raife a preftnt (buMMbTlierefteegafenlit 
Try what my crediie»i^to V ea kc cto j ' 
That (hall b^e rackt eeen to tkentei^iefty 
To fiimifti thee to Belmmtt^fikmfmtkk 
Go prefently enquhre^end ^ wlttl 
where money island I nfceeftliineMke^ 
To haue it otmy tnrfl^ forrisy ftkeb 



TortiM. By my troth Nmtfi^ eiylktie body tae near koi 
Ab great werld. ' . 
Mr. You would be(WeetlfaAM»,lf yew mMeiiea weceh^tbe 
feme abandance.pa vomr goocMmoMf eret and vet fiv ottglhtl 
feejdiey areaa fick uiat fuclbwlrii too «Ml^ea m 
withnothtog ; it isoo mineha|mliMie ihaiefeeBtolie feaee< 
iatbemeane^fuperfl^iyebiBeiMiiif kqfirfitahi but 
conyetency ltoeilBB|iii^ 
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iVirr#Thcj would Wbciicrjf well foUowed^ 

/«rw Iftodo, wfrfiscifieittokMWwbitwtre|6odco 
doi Chuipcflt btdbMMChiircktf-; •ndpo^rtmafif cocttges, 
Princes ralicet ; it U *good diolseihic raUowet hhowneio- 
ftniAioot i I ctn eafitr leich twenty whkrtirtrc good to bee 
done» then to bt oot of die twenty to fellow nrine owne tct ch* 
ing : the brtine mty dlnilfe hwct for dieblood, but a hot tern- 
fet leapet oft « itolde decree, fucb nbtre f§ madneire theyouth, 
to skip orethenicAictof good coon(ett the cfippici but this 
reafonin^lf nogt In ihrfii^hM to dio^fe mt a busmnd ) Qme^ 
the wocdchoofetl may neychcr choofe who I would,hor Miie 
Wholdiftktf foisihewillofahuihgdtughcer curbdby the 
WUI of a dead Atker : it it oof hard Nihfa,ihit I cannot choofe 
ooe^not reMe 6ooe« 

' J>Ar,YonifiiAerwaseuerTeftiHNift and boly meii at their 
death haoe good in^rations> therefere thclotcry that he hath 
deuifed in irnfe three chefts of gcM^ (iluer.and leade^ whereof 
who choofes bis meaning chomes yoit^no doobt you wil neaet 
be cboCm by any rightly, but on^ wh^all righuyldue : Bu^ 
.what warmth is there in your afie Aion lowteds any of theft 
Princely fttters that are alreadt come / 

/«r« I pretbee ooer-ntme them, and as thou nameft them, I 
willdefcrtbethemi aodaccoriR^tomydefcriptiou^ leuellaa 
my afte Alon* 

ATmFirft.thtre is the NlsapeilHanc Prince 

Pmr. I that's a colt indeed, for hee doth nothing but talbeof 
hb horfe,and he makes it a grearappropriation. mto his owne 
good ptrts,cbat he can Aioo Wmfem: I am ma*ch afSrard my Lo«' 
df his Mother plaid fiilfe with a imith. 

/^•Then tlifte is rht County PUitioe* 

P#r. He doth nothing but firowMf aa who (houM Aiy,tf ydv 
wHl not luoe nM,choofr ; be heares iMrry tries and fmilef noi^ 
lleare lie will pf oMe the weening Phitoimher w(i€ he crolWei- 
old,being fo full of vnmanner^ fadncfle in ma. youtb.) I had r a-^ 
dm be Aarfif4io a deadialicad^iftHotooe itt hk mo^ 

B to 
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to cycher of theic ; God <lefend me from cheTe cwot» . . 

Mr .How fay you b/ ibe French Lord ^M^tm/Ur k Vm^i ? 

Pmr.God made him^and therefore let him pafTe for a mai^ in 
truth 1 know it is afinne co be a mockcTt but ne, why he bath s 
hocfe better then the Neapolitans^ a better bad habile of frow- 
ning then the Count Palatine9 hce tt cutty man in noman, ifm 
Tuflell ling, hee fals ftraight a capting^ hee will fence with bit 
owne (hadow. If I flioiud marry him, I fliould marry twenty 
husbands : if he would delpife me, I would forgiue him^ for u 
he loue me to madneflej mall otuer requite him. 

AT^r.What fay you then to F^ttcai^riJgi/hc young Btroo of 
England ? 

f fr« You know I fay nothing to hhn, for he ? nderftands not 
me,nor I him : he hath neither Latine,Fren€h,nor Italian^flc you 
will come into the Court and fweare that I haue a poore penni- 
worth in the Engliih ; he is aproper mans pidure, out alas who 
can conuerfe with a dumbe (now ? how odlv he is futed,! think 
hjc bought his doublet in /r^iff^ his round We in Froftci, bif 
bonnet in ^^TMMw/^and his behauiour euery where. 

NiriJlk, WhatthinkeyouoftbeScottUbLordhbNcigb* 
bom? ^ . 

7^.That he hath a neighbourly charity ii^him, for he .bor« 
rowed a boxc of the eare of the Engliftimanyand fwore'he w.old 
pay him againe when he was able •* I thinke the FjreiKhman be- 
came his (urety, and feald vnder for another. 

NerMow like you (he young ^^iiMi»#, the Duke of Smx0* 
»#^i nephew? 

Par. Very vilddy , in the morning when he i s fober ^ and moft 
^ yilely in the aftemoone when he is drunke : when he is bcft, hee 

is i little worfe then a man,and when he is worft he is little bet* 
ter then a beaft ; and the worft fall that eucr fell^ I hope I (ball 
make (hift to go without him«. 

Ner.K he ibould offer to choofei and choo(e the right Cli^ 
ket ,you (hould refufe to performe your fathers wil|if you (hold 
refu(e to accept him, 

/^•Therfose fos feare of the worftjl prethee fet a deep gl8({e 
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the ^Mifclant^Vtmi^ 

of Rcynt(h Wine on the contrirjr Cisket» for if the <)iiirll{>et 
witbin>tnd thtt tempcacion vritliout^ I knoyr hewiUchoolcic 
/ will do any thing NirijfdfiLtWt be tnarried to a (piin|e« 

iVir.You need not feare Lady^the hauing any ottbcle Lordly 
they baue adquainted me with their determinations, which is 
indeed to retumeto their home^ and to trouble you with no 
morefute^vnUifeyoviMybc wonby fomeorherfort then your 
fathers tmpofitionidepending on the Caskets. 

F#r.If /linciobe as olde u 5ifolli/ will dieas chafteuDi* 
HHM^ vnleffe / bee obtained by the manner of my fathers will : / 
amgUdtMspatcell of wooers are fo reafonable/or there is not 
em MMHig toem bus / dote on his very abfeoce ; 8c ^ptay God 
grant them a liire departure, 

/tfSrr.Do you not remember Lady in your Others time, afT- 
iifriasScholier and aSooldior that came hither in company of 
the MarcMteife of Mmtmfmst ? 

?ifi^r)res>yeS|ic was BfgimU^ts I thinke he was fo caird. ' 

iVim True Maddanii he of all the men that euer my fooUfli 
eyes lookt vpon^was the beft deferuing a faire Lady. 

Pmr. I remember him well| and / remember him worthy of 
tbypraife. 
How oowywhat newes ? 

i^.The foor^ ftrangers feeke for you Madame, to take thek 
kaue ; and (here is a fore-runner come from a fift, the Prince of ' 
AlWwv^who brings word tbePrince his Mafter willbe heeie to 
nights 

Pir.If /could bid the lift wtlcomci with fc^good aheart %% I 
can bid the other foure firwell>/ (hould be glad of his a^otphe 
if he haue the condition pf a Saiot,and the completion of a dk 
ucll,/had rather he (hould Ihrlueme thenwiueme.Come TVirr- . 
ri/i,(irra go before : whiles we (but the gates ypon one wooer, . 
another knocks at the doore. E^ctmt*- . 

Ewter'S4jfMm0iKHrbSfy/0eketbe/ew. . 

ll^.Three thoufand dttcats,welU 

Ba/f. I fir^for three months. 
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. ;Sl»f .Foe cbrcc moncdif ^wtlL 

R^JEot the which «$ I toUi foig . v 

^i»iir#M# (hall be b#ilod. 

Sbf.Amib0i$U (htU bccooie boiindtWtlL 

BafMty you ftead me? Will youplMriirc«e# 
Shall! know your tnfwcre? 

Sfy.Thict thoulaod ducau for chc^ fioocfhy 
and ^i»/lrMi#booiid. 

Bsf. Your anfwcre tb that. • 

Sfy. jimh^§ is a good man* 

Buff. Haue you heard any imputtcioo to the contrary ? 

Skf. Hono^no^no^no: my meaning in fajfiochee U a good 
man, is to haue you vnderftand me» that he is fttmcicBt^ ytc bia 
meanes are in fuppoficion : he hath an Argofie bound to Vif^^ 
/v^another to the IfiiUs^ I mderfland moreouer ypon the Ryal- 
ca^he hath a third at Mexk^^t fourth for EngUmi^ 9c othcnreo* 
tur^s he hath fauandted abroad^but (hips are but boards^ Say- 
j leri but men ; tnere be land rata, and water rati, water tbeeuet, 

and land theeues,! roeane Pyrats, and then there is the perill of 
waters^windes, and rockes: the man is notwttbftaadtng .fiifict* 
cnt* three thouCand ducatSfl thinke I may uke hii bond* \ ^ 

VdfflBc aflitredyou may. 

Sfy. I will be aflured I n)ay : and chat I may be atfured^ I wiU 

liinke me, may I fpeake with Umi(mi0} 

A^ If it pleale you to dine with Tab 

5i^. Yesyto fmell porke^tocace of the habitacioB uhlch yoor 
Prophet the NMorite coniured the diuell into : I will buy with 
vou,fell\vith you/talke with Will, wilke with yoii» and fofirf* 
lowmg: butl willnoceate mchyou^inke with yoii, nor pray 
withyoit«What newea on^eRywo^wfaoiihecomeiliecie? 



f 

5fy.How like a iiwninePiibUctnbcloolEtt* 
IhatebinfocheUtChriftiaa.* ■ 
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Bttcmore/ortbitinkmefifMlieicjr - i^ 

He Icndt out mon]f gmi$,ui6hiriBg% ^ofroe 

The rate of yfance Mere with v% hi Fmk§. 

If I can citch him once TikNi the hip, 

I will feed fat the aneient grudge I Dearehtiii. 

He hates our fjcred Nation^and he rayles 

EueA there where Merchants moft do congregate. 

On me,my bargaines^and my well-won thrift» 

Which he cals intereft : Curied be my Tribe 

If Iforgiuehim. 

ShA am dwating of my prefent flore. 
And by the neere guefle of my memory, 
I cannot inftantly raife vp the grofle 
Of fill! three thoufand ducats / what of that ? 
T^Mijk wealthy Hebrew of my Tribes 
WiU furoi(h me ; but foftthow many mombs 
Doe you defire? Reft you (aire good Signior, 
Your wor(hip was the laft man in our moutbes* 

^iir^<7iSpd^,alchoogh I neither taid nor bMOIV^ 
%f taking nor by giuing of esceile. 
Yet to fupply the ripe wants of my fiieod. 
He breake a cuftome : are you refolu*d, 
How much he wouldhaiue ? 

Sb;X%i^t\ittt thoufand ducats. 

^nt.hnd for three monetfas. 

SfyJ had forgot, three months, ybu told me (b» 
Well then,your bond : and let me (eeybutheareyou^ 
Me-thought you faid^you neither lend nor borrow 
Ypon aduantage* 

j^ittj do neuer yfe it 

%. When /itff^ grax*d bis Vnckk I^fwrftecpe, 

This fdcd (irom our tioly Atrmm was 
(As his wife Mother wrought in his bcbalfe) ^ 
The third poflefler ; Lhe waa the tlrird. 
^nr.And what €thfaB|did be cake iMCieft? 

B S ^< 
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SfyMoj^ot uke inccreft^ doc at ypu would fay 
Dire^y inter^^markc what /4cw did. 
When Utim and himftlfe vittc cocnpremyxd. 
That all the eaneltnss which were (beakt and piedf 
Should fall as /4r«^/ hier» the Ewes being rancke» 
In ch'end of Autume turned to the Rams^ 
And when the worke of generation waa 
Betweene thefc woolly breeders in ihe a6le. 
The skilfuU (hepheard pyld me certame wands> 
And in the doing of the deed of kinde» 
He ftucke them vp before the fiilfome Ewes, 
Who then conceiuing^did in eaning time 
Fall party-coloured lambes^and thofe were I^ic^Sm 
This was a way to thriue,axid he was bleft ; 
And thrift is blefling if men fteale it not. 

^nr.Thts was a venture fir^that Idcot fer*ud for, 
A thing not in his power to bring to pafle^ 
But fwavd and fafnion'd by the hand of heauen. 
Was this inferted to make intereft good ? 
Or is your gold and fUuer^Ewes and Rams ? 

Sfy.l cannot telljl make it breed as faft, . 
But note me iigpior. 

^«f .Marke you this Fdffimi^^ 
The diuell can cite Scripture for his piirpofe^ 
An euill foule producing holy witnefle. 
Is like a yillaine with a fmilinj cheeke, 
A goodly applexotten at the heart. 
O what a goodly outfide falibood hath* 

Sbj.lhxtt thoufand ducats^tis a good round fum. 
Thiree months from t welue, then let roe fee the rate» 
^wr. Well SyjloekfStiiSi we be beholdine to you f 
^^.Signtor jimbtitk^mviy a time and oft 
In the Ryalto you haue rated me 
About my monies and my vfances : 
Still haue I borne it with a patient (hrug,- 
(For fufferance is the badge of all our Tribe) , 
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You call me misbeleeuer^cut*chrotte dog^ 
And fpec vpon iot ff^ gaberdinct 
And all for y fe otchac lyhich is mine owne. 
Wen chen^it now appearet yoo need mv helpe .* 
Goe to chen^you come,co me^and you lay, 
Shjfhckg, we would hau'e raoniei i you (ay fo : 
Tou chat did voyd your rume vpon my oeard* 

And fooce me as you fpurne a ftranger cum 
Ouer your chrefhoid^rooney is your fuce» 
What (hould I fay to you ? Should I not (ay. 
Hath a dog mone v ? is it poflible 
A curre can lend tnree tnoufand ducats ? or 
Shall I bend lowland in a bond-mans key. 
With bated breathy and whifprini; kumblenefle 
Say this : Faire fit,yott fp6€ on ttie on wendfday laft. 
You fpurn'd me fucfa a dav another cime» 
You caird me dog : and for thefe cttrtefiea 
lie lend you thus much monies. 

%Amt.l am as like to call thee fo againe. 
To fpet on thee againe^to (pume thee to« 
If thou wilt lend thismoney^iend it not 
As to thy fricnds/or'wlien did friendOiip take 
A breed for barren mettall of his friend f 
But lend it rather to thine enemy^ 
Who if he breake,thou maift with better face 
Exa6l the penalty. 

5*3^. Why looke yod how you ftorme, 
I would be friends with you^and haue yourloue. 
Forget the (hames that youhaue ftain a hk witht 
Supply your prcfent wants^nd take no doyte 
Ot vfance formy monies^od yott*ln<^t1ieiremei 
Thiiiskindeloffer. 

B4^ This were kindneffe. 

Shj. This kindncffe will I (how, 
Goe with meto a Notarie,feale me there 
Yom iingle bondj and in a merry (pofc. 



If yoo repay me not on fuch ft day 
Iq foch a place^Cuch famine or fummet at are 
Expreft in che conditionjlet the forfeit 
Be nominated for an eqiiatt pound 

Of your fair e fle(h,to M ciu oifand take9 
In what Dart of your ^odypleafethma. 

jint. Content ifaithfile (cale to fuch a bond. 
And (ay there is much kindoefle in the l^m. 

BdfYou (hall not feale to fucba bond fo( me> 
He rather dwell in iny neeedtyi. 

^iv. Why feare notjpan^ / will am foifet it. 
Within thele two mMthayihae's a naoodn. bcfcftc 
This bond eipirei, /do espfd returne 
Of thrice three tiflwi the yabic of this.boiid. 

5i^.O father *^4»i^wbat t^fe(^i(lj^ 
Whole owne hard deaUngi loaches iheoi (u^eft 
The thoughts of otheit : pray vpu- tell me thitf 
If he (hould breake his dajf ^wbat (hottld I gaint 
By the esaAioo of the (brrature ? 
A pound of mans fle(h tAm (fom a mao^ 
Is not fo e(Hmable^pro(itabWneytber 
As flc(h of Muttooi» Beefeayor uoats, I (ay. 
To buy his fauour^ I extend this firieddfliip, . 
If he will take it fo^if not adiew» 
And for my loue,I pray you^ Wrong me not.. . 

^«f .Yes Sfylockii I will feale y nto this bond. 

5ib|r.Then roeece me.ferthwitb at f be Notertes^ 
Giue him direction for tbia merry bond. 
And 1 will goe and purfe rfie douu Oraiobat 
See to my houfe,left in the feikrefiill £uara 
of an f nthrifty knauet Undprffently. 
He be with you. Exk^^ 

jintMic thee eentle lim : the Hebrew will tume Cbriftian, 
he gro wes fo kinde. « 

B^.l like not faire tenms^aod a TiUainea miode* 

Jift.Cotnc on/m this (here oan ba no difmay. 
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jbe Merchant ofVenict^. 

My (hips come home a month berare the day. . Extmt 

fmr€f$tmMr$M€wdm^^ wiib Portia, 
Nimifi^ff' tbeir trdme. 

t,Mfr0c* Mtflike menot for mj complexio&y 
The (hidowed liueiy of the biirni(ht funncj 
To whom I am a neighbour, and neere bred. 
Bring the (aireft creature North-ward bome^ 
Where Phoebus fire fcarfe tha wet the y(ides» 
And let ti makeindfioa for your loue. 
To proue whofe blood is reddeft» his or mine. 
I tol thee Lidy, this a(peft of auDC 
Hath fear*d the Taliant (by my Loue I fweari^ 
The beft regarded Tirgins of our clime 
Hath lou*d it too : I would not change this ho^ 
Except to fteale your thoughts my gentle Qjieenov 

P^o In termes of choife I am not foly led ' 
By nice dire^on of a maydens eyes. 
Beiides, the Lottry of my deitiny 
Barrel me the right of voluntary choofing : 
But if my father had not fcanted me» 
And hec^*d me by his wit, to yeeld my feife 
His wife, who wimies me by that meaoes I told yoVt 
Your felfe (renowned Prince) than ftood u (aire 
As any commer I haue looked on yet» 
For my afieAion. 

il/<^. Euen for that I thanke you. 
Therefore I pray you leade me to the Qtskets 
To try my fortune. By this Semi taur 
Thatilew the Sophy, and a Periian Prince^ 
That wonne three fields of Sultan SolymaOf 
I would out-fbre the ftemeft eyes that l^kt t 
Ottubttue the h eart moft dating on the earth i 
PliNkctbeyoogrMcking Cubs ftom the fbee-BMi^ 
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Yca^mocke the Lyon when be rores for prey^ 
To win the Lady. But alas, the while 
If Heratlii and Lycbm play at dice 
Which is the better man, the greater throw 
May turne by fortune from the weaker hand : 
So is Alciiit beaten by his rage, 
And fo may I , blinde fortune leading meet 
Miflc that which one t nworthier may attalnei 
And dye with greeuing. 

Ptrtta. You muft take your chahce» 
And either not attempt to clioofe at all. 
Or fwear before you choofeytf you choofe wrong, 
Neuer to fpeake to Lady afterward 
In way of marriage, thfrcfore be ad iiifde. 

Mcr.Hox will not, come bring me to my chance 
PtfT. Firft forward to the Temple^ after dinneC' 
Your hazard (hall be made. ". 

M^r, Good fortune then. 
To make me bleft,or curfedft among men. 

Enter tbi Ct0m9ii dmn. 

Cl^iwm. Certainly, my cohfcience will ferue me to run firom 

this lew my matter. The fiend is at mine elbow,and tempta me 

faying to nflee. GMfo^ LmciUt Goth, good Lmtcebt^ or good 

GMoy or good Lmiciht Cotbo^ vfe your Icgges, take the mrt^ 

' runne away ; My Confcience fayes no; take need honeft ~ 

Xrf.takehecdehoncftCtf^^tfyOraaaforefaide, honeft 

CMo, do nor runne, fcorne running with thy heeles. WeU)the 

inoftcouragious fiend bids me packe.)74 fayes the fiend, vidwf 

fayea the fiend, for the hcauens roufe y p a braue mind fayet the 

fiend, and runne. Well, my confcieice hanging about the neck 

of my heart, fayes very wifely to me ; My honeft friend lame9^ 

/«r, being an bone(l mans (bnne^ or ratner an honeft womant 

fonne, for indeede my Father did f jmething (back.fooiethiiig 

grow too^ bebad a kiode of tafte : well^; my confcience ftyn 
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bouge not ; bpuge fates the fiend; bouge not fayes my Coa^ 
fcience. Confcience fay I you couniell well ; Fiend (ay I you 
counfell ill. To be rurd by roy Confcience^ I (hould ftay with 
the lew my mafter^ who (God blefle tlie marke) ia« ]tmde of 
diuell ; and to runne away from the lew^ I (hould be ruKde by 
the fiend, who (fauing your reuerence) is the Diuell himfelie • 
Certainly the lew is the very diuell incamall^and in my confci- ' 
ence» my confcience is but a kinde of hard confcience, to offer 
CO couniell me to ftay with the lew. The fiende giues the more 
firiendly counfaile, I will run fiendj my heeles are at your com« 
mand,Iwillrun« 

CaM^.Mafter yong nuu!, you I pray you^ which ia the wty 
coMafterlewea?. 

L0nci. O heauensy this is my true beeotten Father^'wbo be* 
ingroore then fand blind, high grauell blinde^ knowes neooCj 
I will try condufions with him. 

CM§. Mafter yong Gentleman,! pray you which is the way 
.tomafterlewes? 

Limce. Tume vp on your right.hand at the iieit turning, but 
ct the next turning of all on your left ; marry at the verie nexte 
turning turneofno hand, but tume downe indirectly Tntodie 
lewesnoufeb 

GMo. Be Gods fonties twill bee a hard way to hit, can yon 
tell me whicher one Lmtctla that dwels with himi dwett with 
bim«or no ? , 

;« Lancelit. Talke you of young mafter tmcdit ? Marke mee 
now, now will I raife the waters .* 
Talkc you of yong M, LsmcelH } -^ 

*' (?#6^«.Nomafter(ir,butapooreoianf(bmie* 
His Ptcfaer ^though I (ay it) 
Is an honeft eicceding poore man, 
AndGod be thanked, weH to hue* 
XiimiSrr* WdUct his Fatberbeyrima wiOyWialkoryoiig 
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Mafter£4M«rviSr». 

G^. Your worfliips friend, tnd Limaht fir* 
Lm. But I pray you ergo olde man, #r^# I bcfeech yoa^ liUce 
you of yong lA.LMmciUt. 

Ceit OiLdMCiUt an't pleafe your maftcrftiip» 

Ldn. Ergo mafter Lmcelet^ talke not of inaiftcr Lditcolit Fa* 
thcr ; for the yong Gendcman according to fates and deftinkt^ 
and fuch odd fayings, the liflcrs three^ and fuch brauncbet of 
learning, is indeed deceafed,or as you would fay in plain cerms^ 
gone to heauen* 

(7^. Marry God forbid, the boy was thoferiefta£feofmy 
age, my very prop. 

Lance, Do I looke like a cudgell or a houell pofte, a ftaflG^ 
or a prop : do you know me Father, 

Cot. Alacke the day, I know you not yong Gentlemtn, but 
I pray you tell mee^ b my boy (GOO reft his foule)i aliue or 
dead. 

Z4«rr. Do jrou not know me Father f 

Cot. Alacke (ir, I am fand blinde, I know you not. 

Lm. Nay, in deede if • you had your eyes you might faile o( 
the knowing me: it is a wife Father that knowes his own child* 
Well, olde man, I will tell you newes of your fonne, giue mee 
yourblefling; Trueth will come to* light, Murtker canndttbc 
hiddelong, a mans fonne may , but at the length truetbwiU 
out. 

Cotto. Pray you (ir ftand t p, I am fure you are not LmmcelH 
my boy. 

L%ce. Pray you let's haue no more fooling about it^ biit 

Jpue me your olefling ; I am Lmeelei your l^oy that was, your 
on that is^your child that (hall be. 
Gob. I cannot thinke you are my fonne. 
LMce. I know not what I (hall tfiinke of that,but I tmLmt^ 
cetet the lewsman, and I am fure Mmrgeej your wife is my mo- 
ther. 

Cob. Her name is Margery indeede, ile be fwome if thou bee 
Lmceletf thou art mine owne fleflv and blood : Lord worfliiot 

might 
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might he be, what a beard haft thou got ? thou haft got more 
baire on thy chin,then Dobbin my pilhorfe has on his talc. 

Lmh. It (hould fccme then that Dobbins tailir growcs back«^ 
ward.I am furc he had more htircof his tayle then I haue of my 
face^v^hen I laft faw him. 

CpIk Lord how ^rt thou chang*d : how doeft t hou and thy 
Mafter agree/ I haue brought him aprcfent; how agree you 
nowf 

L^rr.Wcll. well^biit for mine o wne partj^ I haue fet t p my 
reft to runne away,fo I will not reft till 1 haue run (bme ground; 
My mafter*s a vei;y lew, giue him a prefent»gine him a halter, I 
am famiflit in his leruice.You may tell euery finger I haue with 
my ribs : Father I am glad you are come, giue me your prefent 
to one Mafter BaffdHh^ who indeed giues rare new liueries, if I 
ferue not him, I will runne as farre as God has any ground • O 
rare fortune^here comes the man^ to him Father, for I am a lew 
if I ferue the lew any longer; 

Intir Bdffimh with MfoBawtrtr two, 

Bdff\ You may doe fo, butletitbefohaftedthatfuppocbe 
ready at the fanheft by fiue of the docke.* feethefe Letters de- 
liuered,put the Lyueries tomaking,and defire GrmUmo to come 
anon to my lodging. 

Lmce. To htm Father* 

G^.God bleffe your Worfliip. 

B^lf. Gramercy,wouldft thou ought with me ? 

oAMttts my fonne (ir^a poore boy. 

LaneiJUot a poore boy (ir,but the rich kwes maathtt wold . 
, firjU ray father fliall fpecifie* 

C^.Hc hath a great infedion (ir, as one would fay to ferue.* 

Li0fr#.lndeed the (hort and the long is, Iferue the lew, and 
haue a de(ire as my Father ftiall fpecifie. / 

G^«His Mafter and he (fauing your worfl2spsreuerence)arc. 
fcarfccaterco6ns«.. 
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Jjm. To be briefc, the very truth UjCtM the lew hiolog don 
me wrone, doth caufe me i$ my Father^ being I hope^ an olde 
man, (ball frutifie vnto you. 

Coh. 1 haue hecre a di(b ofDoues that I would beftow rpoo 
your wor(hip : and my fuie it n 

LdM. In V ery bricfe, the fute is impertinent to my felfe , ts 
your wor(hip^ Qui know by this honeft old man, and thoogh I 
lay it^ though old man.yet poore man my fiither. 

2^ One fpeake for ooth^ what would you f 

£.4v.Serueyoufir. 

Gok. That is the rerie defeA of the matter fin 

Buff". I know thee well, thou haft obtained thy futCt 
Sbylod^ thy mafter fpoke with me this day^ 
And hath preferr'd thee, if it be prefermenc 
To leaue a rich lewes feruice, to become 
The follower of fo poore a Gentleman. 

lum. The old Prouerbe is very weHparted between my ma^ 
fter Shyl9c\ and you fir. You haue the grace of God (ir^ and hcc 
hath enough. 

Bdff. Thou fpeak ft it welU G o Father with thy fonne. 
Take leaue of tny old mafter, and enquire 
My Lodging out* Giue him a Liuery 
More garded then his feilowes, (eeit done. 

Lmh, Father in, I cannot get a feruice, no, I ha nere a tongue 
in my head. Well,.if any man in UmIj haue a fairer table which 
doth offer to fwcare vppon a booke, I (hall haue good fonune. . 
Go too, heere's a firople line of life.here's a fmal trifle of whies: 
Alas, Bfteene wiues is nothing, deuen Wfddowes and nine 
maids, is a (imple comming infor one man, and then to efcape 
drowning thrice, and to be in perill of my lifewith the edge of 
a feather-bed, heere are (imple fcapes : well, if Fortune Dee a 
woman, (hee*s a good wench for this geere« Father^ com^ Ua 
take my leaue of die lew in the twinkling of an eye. 

ExiiClcmtfi 

Bdffl I pray thee good Lewdnb tbinke on this^ 

Thefe things oeing bought^ and orderly beftow a, 

Retumt 
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Retume b btft. for I do ftaft co nighty 
Mybeft efteemM icquainttace^ic thee, go. 
Um. My beft endeaori (hall bt done hcereiiu £i* 

gr4^ Where's your Mafter. 

JL«»ii. Yonder fir he walkef* 

Ord. Signior Bd(fitmi§. 

Bdff[Gr4$um0 ? 

Gr4. 1 haue a fute co you*^ 

Bdffl You haue obtained it* 

Cra. You muft not deny me» I muft go with you to B^tmmt, 

Baffl Why then you muft. But heare thee Cr4ium0,, 
Thou art too wUde, too rude^ and bold of voice^ 
Parts that become thee happily enough, 
At)d in fuch eies as ours appeare not faults, « 

But where thou art not knowne. Why there tbcy (hevt 
Somcching too lib'rall : prethee take paine 
To aDay with fome cold drops of modeftie 
7*hy skipptne Cpirit^ le^ through thy wilde behauiour 
I be miiconfttedin the place I go co^ 
And lofe my hopes. 

Gra. Si gnior BuffuMht heare me i 
If I do not put on a fober habite, 
Talke with refpeft, and fweare but now and than ; 
Weare prayer bookes in my pocket, looke demurely^. 
Nay more, while Grace is faying, hood mine eiea 
Thus with my har, and fi^h, anduiy Amen : 
Vfe all the obferuance ofciuili^, 
Likeone well ftudied in a fad oftent] 
To pleafe his Grandam, neuer truft me more* 

Bdjf. Weill we/hallfceyour bearing. 

t>4» Nay but I barrc tonight, you iball not gag( mt: 
By what we do tonight. 

A;^. No that were pttty, 
/wooid 9itreate you rather to put oa. 
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Yourboldcft fuceof mirtb/or wchiue frieodi 
That purpofe merriment .* but ftryeweU, 
I haue fomc buiineffe. 

(ir4« And I muft to Lanrwcf and the reft^ 
But we will vi(i(e yon at fupper time. 

Enter leffics imdthi Clcmn. 

lifflcM.l am forty thou wilt leaue my Father fo. 
Our houfe is heU^andthou a merry diuell 
Didft rob it of fome tafte of tedioufiiefle. 
But fare thee well,there is a ducat for thee^ 
And LMncelii,(oone at fuoner (halt thou fee 
Loreftx,9fViho is thy new Matters gueft, 
Giue him this Letter^do it feaetly. 
And fo farwell : I would not haue my Father 
See (tie in talke with thee, ^ ^ 

L4ttce. Ade w^teares exhibite my tongue^ moft beautifull P«- 
gan,moft fweete Iew» if a Chriftian doe not play ^the knauc and 
get thee J am much deceiued ; but adeWj theft foolifli dropt do 
iomething drowne my manly (pirit : adieu. £x^^ 

lifficd. Farwell good L0iCiu$. 
Alacke.what heynous (inne is it in me, 
TobeaOiamMtobe my fathers childCf 
But though I am a daughter to his bloody 
I am not to his manners .* O I^iilxi^t 
If thou keepepromife, I (hall end this ftrife. 
Become a Chriftian^and thy louin^ wife. £rA; 

Enter grdttanO^ Lerengji^SdUrin^/ind Sdlmh. 
. £aim.Nay ,we will flinke away in fupper time« 
Difguife vs at my lodging and returneaU in anhoure* 
Gra.Wc haue not maJc good preparation. 
SMidr.Wc haue not fpoke vs yet of Torch-bearers, • 
SdlanieJTis vile,vnle(rc it may be quaintly orderec^ 
And better in my minde not vndertooke. 

Leren.T\% now but foure a ciocke.we haue two hovrea 

To 
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To furnifli ts ; friend Lamiln^vthn^t the newes ? 
tumAf it pleafe vou to breakc td cbii^it (btl) fecme to fienifieb 
Itrm.l know the h«nd, in fatth tit t faire hand, 
itod whiter then the paper it writ ont 
If ^ faire hand that writ. 
l^y'^r.Lotte newetyin faith. 
liCwv.By yoor leaue fir. 
T. #r#ii. Whither goeft thou ? 
^pmciM^tvi fir,to bid mvoldeM after thelew to fop tonight 
]j|ith mymew Mafter theChriftian. 

1 5r#ii.lloId here take this ^tell gentle tejped, 
f w^il not fityle her/peake it priuately • 
G^tGentlemen^wiU you prepare for this niaske to night, 
I am prouided of a Torch-bearer. Sxi$ Q m m§% 

SMdr. I marry yilc be gone about it ftraight« 
SitUm.hnA fo will I. 

L^#».Meete me and grmimm at Grminim lodgings 
Some houre hence. 
SslmrXxt good we do fo. Sxif^ 

OrM.W%% not that Letter firom (aire liffkii t 
LmreitA muft needs tell thee all» the hath direfted 
How I (halluke her from her Fathers houfe, 
Vfhu gold and iewels (he is ftimiiht with. 
What Pages fute (he hath in readinefle, 
If ere the lew her father come to heauen. 
It will be for his gentle daughters fake. 
And neuer dare miafortune crofle her foote» 
Vnlefle (he do it vnder this excufe. 
That (he is {(Tue to a faitblelfe lew : 
Come goe with nK,peni(e this as tbou goeftj 
Faire Ar^4 (hall be my Torch-bearer. A^ 

■ . • . 

Entirtbi Im mdi iMm^ht. 
5i^. WelUthou (halt fee^thy eyes (hall bt diy hidge, 
The difl&ence of old Sbfb€ki and Baffkmi 

Whac 






JM 



»^ 



The QomciU Hiflory of 

what tiffcM^ thou (halt not gottrfmndixe 
Aft thou haft done with me : what Aj^n ? 
And fleepciand (hore^ and rend appanell out* 
Why lefficA I iyj. 

Sbf. Who bids chce call ? I do not bid thee call. 

r/#.Yottrwor(hip was wont to tell me, that I could do no- 
thing without bidding. 

E9tter fefficd. 

/if. Call you ? what is vour will ? 

Sfy. I am bid forth to lupper fejffiC4, 
There are my key es ; but wherefore (hould I go ? 
I am not bid for loue, they flatter me» 
But yet lie go in hate, to teede ypon 
The prodigall ChriOian. lefftca-my gyrle, 
Looke to my houfe. I am right loth to go. 
There is fome ill a bruing towards my refty 
For I did dreame of money blgges to night. 

Cliwne. I befeech you fir^o^ 
My yong Mafter doth expeA your reproch. 

^i&7.SodoIhif^ 

Clown. And they haue confpired together, I will not fay yoo 
(hall fee a Maske ; but if you ^oe, then it was not for nothing 
thar my nofe fell a bleeding on black monday laft,at fii a clock 
in the morning, fiilling out that yeare on Afliwenfday was four 
yearc in th'aftcrnoone. 

Skf. What, are there maskes ? Heare me liffwd i 
Locke vp my doores, and when you heare the dnimme> 
And the vile fqueaking of the wry-neckt Fife^ 
Clambernot you vp to the Cafethents then. 
Nor thruft your head into the publike ftreetCi 
To gaze on Chriftian fooles with vami(ht faces i 
But flop my houfes eares, I meane my Cafements, 
Let not the found of (hallow foppery enter . •• 

My fober houie. By tuc^s ftatfe I fweare, 
I hauc no minde of feafting forth to night : •- 

* But 
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the iiSMercbani of Venice. 

But I will go. Go you before me (irra*. 
Say fwill come. 

Clamn, I will go before (ir« 
•Miftrefle looke out tc a window for all tbiS| 
There will come a Chriftian by^ 
Will be worth t lims eye. 

^t^.What fives that toole cSHngMrs off-lpriog? ha« 
lef. His words were, Farewell miftrit^ nothing eUe. 
Shy. The patch it kinde enough, but a huge feedefj 
Snaile-flow in profit, and he fleepes by day 
More then the wilde Cat : Drones hiue not with mCg 
Therefore I part with him, and part with him 
To one, that I would haue him helpe to wafte 
His borrowed putfe. Well Itffks goe in^ 
Perhaps I will returne lounediKely,^ 
D o as / bid you, (hut doorea after yo«« 
Faftbinde»taftfinde, 
AProuerbe ncuer ftjde in thrifty minde. fir* 

lif. Farewell^and if my fortune be not croft^ 
/ haue a Father^you a daughter loft« £Mr# 

%i 
€nt€rthim4tkirsjGTMkm§mdSsUrii$$. 
Grs. This is the pent-bonf(p vnder which 
L^iftico deiir'd vs to make flind« 
Sai. Hit houre is almoft paft. 
Crs» And it is meruaile he out-dwels his houre. 
For loners euer run before the docke« 

Sal. O ten times fafler Kimti pigeons flyc 
To fcale loues bonds new made,tben they are wont 
To keepe obliged fahh ?nforfiuted. 

Grih That euer holds : who rifetfa from a feafl 
With that keene appetite that he fhs downe ^ 
Where is the horfe tnat doth TUtreade tgaint 
Hiftt;dious meafures^ with the Tnbated me 
That he did pace them firfl ? All things Aat ire/ . 
Are with more fpirit chafed then enioy'd. 
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The QamcaU Hifiwytf 

How like t vounger or t prodigally 
The skarfca Btrke putt from her lucioc bty, 
Hugd and embraced by the (trumpet winM, 
How like the prodigall doth (lie returuc 
With ouer-wetherdribs and rageed fayles ^ 
Leane^rent^and beggerd by the Rrumpet wind \ 

SdiMctt comes Lcnnz^jxkoi^ of this hereafter* 
Zr^.S weet (iiends,your patience for my long abode 
Not I^but my aflbires haue made you waite ; 
When you (hal pleafe to play the theeucs for wiuca 
He watch as lone for you then : approch^ 
Here dwelt my father /w.Ho^whofe within t 

IffflWho are you } tell me for more certainty. 
Albeit He f weare that / do know your tongue. 

L#r« Lartmx^ and thy loue. 

leJf.Lmrciu^ certaine^and my loue indeed. 
For who loue I fo much ? and now who knowet 
But you L0'mM,whether I am yours t 
Z#.Heauen 8c thy thoghts are witnes that thou art 
/#)jfIHere,catch tnis Casket,tis worth the patnes^ 
I am glad tis night you do not looke on me. 
For I am much a(ham*d of my exchange : 
But loue is blinde^and louers cannot (m 
The pretty follies that tbemfehies commit. 
For if they could^Capii himfelfe would blufli 
To fee me thus transformed to a boy« . 

L#r.Defcend,(br vou muft be my torcb^bearer^ 
. /#//! What^muft I hold a Candle to my flumes. 
They in thcmfelues goodfooth are tootoo light. 
Why tis an office of mfcouery,Loue, 
AncI I (hould be obfcurdk 

L^«So areyou fweete, 
Euen in the louely gami(h of a boy. 
But come at once, totthe dofe night 
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the ^!A^cha»t (f Venice. 

Doth fUj Ih^ Wm^awiff 

And wc are ftaid for it 2i;^S»fir feaft. ~ f 

/^ will make faft the doorei ^ and guild iny fclfe 
With fome mo ducats ,and be with vou ftrai^ic* 

O'^i.Now by my hood,a Gentile and no lew* 

L«r«Be(brew me but I loue her hardly^ 
For (he if wile^ if I can i udge of her^ 
And faire (he is^if that mine.eyci be true. 
And true (he is^as (he hath proo*ud herfeUe^ 
And iherefore like herfelfciwife/aire and true. 
Shall (he be placed in my confhnt foule* 

EmtiT tffftcn. 
What^art thou come ? on gentlemen>away^ 
Our masking mates by this tfmefor ?s (lay. Exi$m 

Entir n^mb§m$^ 

t/fiir»Who*s there ^ 

Amt.VitJ^t grMtim^^'Vthtit are all the reft i 
Tis nine a clocke,our friends all (hy for yoo^ 
No maske to night^the winde it come aoour^ 
S^;i^i#prefencly win goe aboard^ 
I am glad on't J de(ire no more deUghe 
Then to be ynder fayle»8e gone to oight< 

EmirPmidwi$UM0nHh$/mihik$hiwtrMmu • 

• • • ' * 

?#r.GtfeidrawafidetheCorta}nefiandiifcoMf ^ 
The feuerall Caskets to diia obbk Prhicc 1 
Now make your choiib. 

il/#r.Thc6rftofeold,whclihiitnfcriptioiibearef9 . 
Who choofeth me,inaU g^lne what many men de(iri« • * 
The fecond^luer^whtch uiii prbmifccarries^ 
Who choofeth me^(hall mtx aimuch tt he defentes*. 
This third »duU lead, with wan^g all as blontf 
Who choofeth me^muft giue and oasard all he hath*. 
How (haU I know if X do vb0o((Mhexight ?. 
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The QmcsD Hificryc/ , 

^ Pit. The one of chcm conttincs my piAvrePfittM| 
If you choofe chat, then I am yoiirt nvitbiO* 

c^#r.SomeGod direft my iudgeiiienUct OM^fte, 
I will furuay th'infcripcioni backe agtine^ 
What fayes this leaden Casket f 
Who choofeth me,roiift £iue and baxard all be bach, 
Muft gtue/or what ? forlcad^haxard for lead? 
This Casket threatens men that hazard all, 
Doett in hope of Aire aduantagei : 
A golden minde ftpopet not to fliowet of drofle^ 
lie then nor giue nor bastard ought for.lead. 
What fayes the filuer with her virgine hue ? 
Who choofeth me,(hall get as much as he deferuest 
As much as be deferues,paufe there M^thIh^ 
And weigh tby Talue with an eeuen band^ 
If tbou beeft rated by thy eftimation^ 
Tboo doft defenie enougb^and yet enoagjk 
May not extend fo fane u to the Ltdy ; 
Ana yet to be aieard of my deferuiM^ 
Were but a we^e difabltng of mv (cue. 
As fBUch as I deferue.wby tnu's the Lady, 
I do ki birth defenie her^nd in fortunes. 
In graccs^and in qualities of breeding : 
But more then thefe.in loue I do defenie. 
What if I ffaraid no &rtber,but chofe here ? 
Let's fee once more this faying grau*d in gold : 
Who choofeth me^fiiall gaine wbat many men defirt •• 
Why that's the Lady,all the World defires her. 
From the foure corners of the earth they come 
To kiffe this (brioe»tbis mortall breathing Saint* 
The H ircaoion deiilrta^and the Tafty wiloes 
Of wide Arabid^ are as through-fares now 
For Princes to come tiew faireP#rri4. 
The watry Kingdome^whofe ambitious head 
Spets in tnefSue of heauen/is nobarre 
To ftop the forraioe fptnts^bvt they come 
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As ore t brooke to fee (tire Pmia. 

One of thefe three cooctifies her hetiienlv pidiire« 

If *t like that letde conttiMet her^*were diimiition 

To thinke fo bafe a thouchtpt were too ffdSc 

To rib her fere-doth in the obfctiregrauej 

Or (hall I thinke in filuer (hee*s tintiiorM^ 

Being ten tfanes vnder-TiJewed to tride gold, 

O fintull thought/ieuer fo rkh a lem 

Was fee in worfe then gold.They haue in England ' 

A coyne that beares thefigureof an Angell 

Stampt in gold»but that's infctilot vpon : 

But beere an Aneell in a golden dm 

Lies all within. Deliuer me the key : 

Heere do I choofe.andthriue I at I may. 

Psr. There take it Pifince^and if my forme lie ihere^ 
Hienlamyours. 

Mmr.O hell ! what haue we heere^ a canion death ? 
Within whofe empty eye there is a written fcroule. 
He reade the writing. 

jiithMigUfiirs it M§tgUd, 
OfimbimijmhiittdtLiifM^ 

SmmymtfiJii^Mfold, 

CiMMtimkrd^mmmsitAU: : 
Wtdj0ittim Hi wifi 4r MC^ 

T§m4Hj0ii^MitHkfttiimJhddi^ 

A/ir.Cotd indeed^d labour toft» 
Then farwell heate^and welcome froft : 
9wtU adie w,I haue t oogreeu*d a heart . 
To take a tedious leaue ; thus lofer« part. E^.' ^ 

Far, A gentle riddance/lraw the curtaineSjgoei 
Let ill othis complcftton choofe me (b. ixnm^ 
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Sid4r. Why maojftvv 54j^^ fader Uyle^ 
With him it Gr4f MV9 gpne ^Ijpng; • 
And in their (hip Imefure L^fnf^'it piou! - \ 

Sdldm.Tht vUlaine tew with outcriet rtifdeiKePttlce^ 
Who went with him tb feMcli $ii§infil» (hip* . , 

54/4r.He came tooliteji the (hip was 
But there the Duke was giuen to ytKlerftand^ 
That in a Gondylo were feene together 
2^ni«4 and his armorous /i]^4. 
Belides Antbiii^ certified the Duke« 
They were not with BuffiMnh in his (hip. 

S4Uit.\ neuer heard a paflion fo confiiiedf 
So ftrange^outragious.and fo yariable. 
As the Dog lew did vtter in the (treetes. 
My daughter,0 my ducau^ O.my daughter» 
Red widi a Qiriftian^O my chriftian ducats. 
Ittftice^the law^my ducats.and my daughter. 
A fealed bagytwo fealed bags of ducats^ 
Of double ducats^ftolne (rom me by my daughter^ 
And iewels,two ftooesitwo rich & jprecioui ftonet^ 
Stolne by my daughter : iu(Hce|finde the gyrfe^ 
She hath the ftones tdoo her^and the ducats^ 

SMUr.Vfhy all the Doyes ir Venice follow him, 
Crying his ftonesyhis daughter^aiid hif ducats. 

SmUh. Let good jif9$lmi0]ocikt helccep his d^t 
Or he (hall pay for this* ' 

5ii&fr. Marry well remembred, 
I reafon*d with a Frenchmany efterday, 
Who told me,in the narrow teas tl lac par)t 
The French and Engli(htthere niifcarricd 
A vttCcW of our country richly fraught ; 
1 thought vpon jlnthMw wbea he told me^ 
Aa4wi(htiDfiienccthatitwefenothis, . 
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Sdsm. You weit bitft to f^U Amhmh what you heiK^ 
Yet do not fodainel j^ for it mty grceue him* 
SJUt. a kinder Gentlemin creades not the earthy 

Bufiim^ told him he would make fbme (peede 

Otnit retume: heaafwtred^donoc^ 

Slubber not bufinefTe for nay fake Btfitm^ 

But (hy the very riping of the time^ 

And for the le wes bond which he hath of me, 

Letitnotenterinyourmindeofloue : 

Be dkrry » and employ your cheeftft thoughta 

To Courtfhip^ and fucn faire oftentt ofloue^ 

As fli^ conueniently become you there. 

And euen there his eye being biege with tearet^ 

Turning hit face^heput his hand behindc him ; 

Aq<1 with afiedion wondrous fenfible. 

He wrung B^^miks band, and fo they partedt 

SMUm. I thinke he onely loues the world for him : 
I prethee let y% goe and ficide him out^ 
And quicken his embraced heauinefle^ * 
With fome delight or other* 

&f/!0'» Do we fo. Exmn 

EmterNfrrilfddfidd Semior. 
Ner. Qiiicke^ quicke^ I pray thee, draw cbeGurcaia ftraitc^ 
The Prince of Arragon bath tane his oathy 
And comes to his ele£^ion prefently. 

Pmr. Behold, there ftand the Caskets NoblePrbc^ 
If you choofe that wherein I am contain*d» 
Srraieht (hall our nuptiall rights be folemnixM x\ 
But if you faile, with>5ut morefpeech my Lord^ 
You muft be gone from hence immediately* 

And. I am enioyn*d by oath to obfesue three lUogit 
Brft|Octterco Tofold toany one ^ . . 
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Which Cuk<c twas I chofe. Next^4fi (kilt 
Of ihe right Casket, ncQcr irnny life 
To woe a maid^ in way of marriage ; 
Laftly, if I do failcin fonune of my choife; 
Immediately to leaue yoiiyMd be gcoe. 

P^. To thefe iniun^om euery one doch fweaie^ 
That comes to hazard fbirmy wonhlefle felfe. i 

j4rr. And fo haue I addreft me» fonune now 
To my hearts hope : Gold^ Siluer, and bafe Lead. * 
Who choofcch me, rouft giue and hazard all he hath • * 
You (hall looke fairer ere 1 giue or hazard* ^ 

What fayes rhe gQlderi Cheft ? ha, let me fee. 
Who choofeth me, (hall saine what many men de(ire« 

V Vhat many men de(ue, that many may be meant 
By the foole-multitude^ that cbufe by (now : 
Not learning more then the fond eye doth teach, 

V Vhich pries not to th'interiour; but like the Martlet, 
Builds in the weather on the outward wall, 

Euen in the force and rode of cafualty. 
I will not chufe what many men deiire, 
Becaufe I will not iumpe with common fpiritf , 
And ranke me with the barbarous multitudes. 
Why then to thee thou Siluer treafure hou(e. 
Tell me once more what title thou do(% beare : 

And well faid too, for who (ball go about 
To cofen Fortune, and be honourable 
Without the ftampe of merit, let noneprcfume 
To weare an vndeferued <Hgnity : 
O that eftates, decrees, andoflRces, 
Were not dcriu d corruptly, and that deare honor 
Were purchac'd by the merit of the wearer. 
How many then(hould couer,that (land bare ? 
How many be commanded, that command ? 
How mucn low pezantry would then be gleaned 
From the true feede of honor ? And hovi much bonon 
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the Merchant o/Venicc^ 

Pickt (torn the A%th Ukd cuitic of the ctmct 
To be new verni(hM ? wclU but to my choKe^ 
VrbpchoofcthmefrMBgttmwmebdtbiJIefinm. 
I will aCTumc defer t. Giue me « key for this. 
And inftantly vnlocke my fortunes heere# 

P9r. Too long t paufe for that which you finde thereti 

jirrdg.Vyf\iVL% heere^ the portrait of a blinkiflg Ideoc^^ 
Prefenting me a fedule ? I will reade it« 
How much ?nlike act thou to Tmid ? 
How much vnlike my hopes, and mv deferuiogt* 
Wb9choof€tb mefbdibmu^wutcy m bidrfmm. 
Did I deferue no more then a foolea head? 
Is that my prize? Are my deferts no better? 

9or. To otfend and iudge are dtftinA offices^ 
And of oppofed Natures. 

^rr^^.Whatheeref HiinMh 

Thifirefirnntiwrntrkithig: 
SeMi9ttimeftrkdtb4t$mlgmmA$ 
ThiUdidnimrcbo^fimmi. 
Sametberebitbinpuulmiil^ 
Such huu but sfb^d&msbUi: 
TbfrehfHleiiiUml'mut 
Sibm^iort. 0mdf9 wm tbit. 
Tdkf whiU wffkjm wiO t$ M, 
ImBeuer btymr btdii 
S9hg9m^ymMr€ ffei. 

Still more foole I (hall appeere^ 

(By the time 1 linger heere, 

. yVith one fooles head I came to wots 

But I go away wit h two* 

Sweet adieu^ lie kieepe foy oath^ 

Patiently to bearc my VYroath« 

iPmitf. Thua hath the candle fmdg'd the Moth; 
O tbcfp deliberate fooles, YYhen tliey do chooft^ . _^ 
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Tbe QftmctU Bifiwytf 

How like t vounger or t prodigtll^ 
The sktrfca Bar ke putt from her luciuc bay, 
Hugd and embraced by the (trumpet winM, 
How like the prodigall doth (lie returue 
With ouer-wetherdrtbs and rageed faylet ^ 
Leane^rent^and bcggerd by the ftrumpet wind \ 

SdiMctt comet J>r#»«#^more of this hereafter* 
L^.Sweet friend s,y our patience for my long abode 
Not I^but my aflBiirei haue made you waite ; 
When you (hal pleafe to play the theeucs for wiuca 
He watch as lone for you then : approch^ 
Here dwels my father /w.Ho^whofe within f 

/rjfl Who are you ? tell me for more certainty. 
Albeit He fwearc that / do know your tongue. 

L#r. LcirenKo and thy loue« 

hjf.L&r€9u^ certaine^and my louc indeed. 
For who loue I fo much ? and now who knowet 
But you L0'mM,whether I am yours f 
Z#.Heauen 8c thy thoghts are witnes that thou art 
/(jjfIHere,catch tnis Casket^tis worth the patnes^ 
I am glad tis night you do not looke on me. 
For I am much a(ham*d of my exchaii^e : 
But loue is blinde^and louers cannot m 
The pretty follies that tbemfehies commit. 
For if they could,CiKpii himfelfe would blufli 
To fee me thus transformed to a boy« 

L0r.Defcend,(br you muft be my torclv-bearer^ 
. /#//"• What^muft I hold a Candle to my (hames. 
They in thcmfelues goodfooth arc tootoo light. 
Why tis an office of mfcouery,Loue| 
AncI I (hould be obfcurdk 

L^aSo areyou fweete, 
Euen in the louely garni(h of a boy. 
But come at once, totthc dofe night 
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^lidkpifc. the hooeft ^MilwKMb 
CO kecpc hit Dime coniDanj* 

S^imr. Conie^ the fiul ftop* 

SmI. Ha^what ftift tbov? vihy the end it^ he htth loft a fliip^ 

54&r. I would it might proue the end of hit lofles. 

Sdim. Let me (ay Aoien betimes, leaft the deuiU crofle mj 
prayer« for heere be comes in the likeneCTe oft Iew# 

Hovf now Shylnkif what newes among the Marchanu ? 
~ Shf. You Know, none fo well j none fo well as you. 
Of my daughters flight. 

^4/!«'. That's certaine» I for my part knew the Taylor 
That made the wings (he flew withalU 

Sidm. And 5ibf/«d^forhisowne part knew the Birde wu 
fledg*d, and then it is the comolezion of them all to leave tht 
Dam. 5fa.Sne is damned for it • 

Siddr. That's certaine^ itthe diuell mat be her iudge. 
SkyMj owne fleih and blood to rebeU. ^^ 
Sddtt. Out ypon it old car r ion,rebeIs it at thefe yearct% 
Sbj. I lav my daughter is my fle(h and bloods 
5ii£r« Tnere ia more ditference betweeoe thy flefli andUn^ 
then betweene let and luory; more between voiic (dooda, then 
there is between red wine 8e rennifli : but tell TSjdo.yoahene,, 
whether %Am$bmm haue had at loCTe a fea or no ? 

fipr.Tbere I haue another bad matchiabankrout, a piodigal, 
who dare fcarfe (hew his head on the Ryako.a be^ei that wu 
tfd to come fo fmug Tpon the Mart : let him looke to ^ila bonds 
be was wont to call me v furer» let him looke to-hU bdini^ was. 
wont to lend money for a Chriftian civtfic Jet himlooln lo his- 
bond. 

Sdkr.Vlhf I am fiire ifhe fotftt^thou wik |M!l^C^i M^ 
what's that gpod for ?• 

5V.Tobaiteii(hwithaU; ifitwiUftedeiioilitaig^itwa 
feed my reuenge : he hath dilgracM oie, todUodscdaieballta 
TOlliOiiJaiirfu at my loffef,aMKkt at 117 faaots^bnidlMy 
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timiy thwarted my bargaines, cooled my frlendesy heated mine 
encmiesi and what's his reafon» I am a lewe • Hath not a lewe 
eyes ? hath not a lew hands? organs^dimennont, fenfei^aflR!^. 
ons^ paffionsf fed with the fame food? hurt with the fame wea« 
pons t fubieft to the fame difeafes ! healed by the fame meanest 
warmed and cooled by the fame winter and (ummer» u aChri« 
ftian is ? If you pricke ts, do we not bleede /If you tickle vs^do 
we not laugh ? If yoo poyfon TSy do wee not dye? And if you 
wrong fSf ihali we not reuenge ? If wee are likeyou in the reft, 
we will rcfemble you in that* If a lew wrong a Chriftian» what 
is his humility, Reuenge? If aChriftianwrong alewe, what 
fliouldhisfufferaucebcbyChriftian example, why Reuenge? 
The vitltny you teach me I will execute, and it (haU goc hard^ 
but I will oetter the inftruAion« 

Enter a mmfr§m AnthmUe. 
Gentlemen, my mafter Amhm9 is at bis houfe/and deibea to 
Ipeake with you both. 

Sdstr. We haue bene rp and downe to feeke him« 

Intfr Tutdt. 

SdldH. Here comes another of the Tribe, a third caaoot bee 
matchr, Tnleflc the diucU himfclfe turne lew. 

ExitM Gmthmm. 

Shy. How now TnbdB, what newes from Genowa^ haft thou 
found my daughter ? 

Tji^4A I often came where I did heareofherj but caniiot 
findeher. 

Shy. Why there, there, there, there, a Diamond gone coft 
met wo thoufand ducats in Frankford* The curfe neuer fell vp* 
on our Nation till now, I neuer felt it till now x two thoufande 
ducats in that^and other precious precious ieweli. I would nay 
daughter were dead at my foote, and the tewels inher eares.O 
would fliee were hearft at my foote, and the ducats in hef co& 
fin. No newes of them, why lo ; and I know not whats IpcttC in 
the fearch : why thou lolTe vbon lolTe^ the theefe gone triih lb 
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mucby and fo much to findc the Theefe» and no iada6Ai<M^ ab 
reuenge, nor no ill lucke ftirring but what lights oo my (hoiil* 
ders, no (ighes bat of my breatbing, no teares but of my (htJU 
ding. 

Tfttdll. Yes, other men baue ill luck loo^ Amhrnth as I heard 
in Genoway. 

Sbj. What, vvhat»what ill lucke, ill lucke? 

TwalU Hath an Argofie caft away commtng from Trif$lk^ 

5i&;. I thanke Godt I thankc God^ ift true? id true ? 

7W4A I fpoke with fomc; of the Saylers that efcaped the 
wracke. 

Sbj. I ihanke the goodTn^^^^ good newes^good newes: ha 
ha, heere in Genoway. 

Tmbni. Your daughter fpent in Genoway, as I heard, in one 
night, fourefcore ducats* 

Shj. Thou ftick'ft a dagger in me,I (ball neuer fee my golde 
againe ; fourefcore ducates at a fitting ! Fourefcore ducats 1 

Tntdi. There came diuers oiAmtbmUt Creditours in my 
comoany vnto Venice, that fweare that hee cannot choofe bua 
breaice. 

Shy. I am very glad of it, ilcplague him, ile torture bins, I 
am glad on't, 

TnBU. One of them (hewed me a ring that hee had of your 
daughter for a Monkey* 

$bj. Out vpon her.- thou tortur*ft me Tf^^all,it wasmy Tur- 
kies^ I had it of Leah when I was a BatchcUor J would not baue 
giuen it for a wilderneCfe of Monkies. 

TfitdU. But Antbonh is certainly ?ndone* 

Shy. Nay, that's true, that's very true .* go Trnt^tljltt mee an 
Offioer, beipeake htm a fortnight before. Twill baue the heart 
of him if he forfeit. For were he out of Venice I can make what 
merchandize I will go : go Tm^sU, and meete me at our Syna* 
gogue^ go good TnhdUjkt our Synagogue Tnbdt. Exmmk 
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f0t. I pray you carry, ptufe a day or two 
Before you hazard : fofi in choofing wrong 
I loofe your company, therefore fbrbeare a wliilc« 
There's fomething tds me (but it it not loue\ 
1 would not lofe you» and you know your fefe^ 
Hate counfcis not in fuch a aualityj 
But leaft you (hotdd not vnderftand me well^ 
And yet a maiden hath no tongue, but thougHc^ 
I would detaine you heere fome moneth or two , 
Before you venture for me. I could teach you 
^ow to choofe rights but I am then forfwocnc^ 
So will I nener be, to may you mifle me. 
But if you do, youl make me wifti a finne. 
That I had bene forfwome. Beftirew your eyes. 
They haue ore lookt me, and diuided me. 
One halfe of me is yours^die other halfe yourt. 
Mine o wnc I would fay ; but if mine then yourt. 
And fo all yours. O tbefe naughty times 
Puts barres bctweene the owners and their rights* 
And fo though yours, not yours ^proue it fo) 
Let fortune £0 to hell for it, not !• 
I fpeake tooTongi but tis topeize the time. 
To eck it^and to drayv out in length. 
To ftay you firom election, 

Bi^. Let me choofe. 
For as I am,! liue vpon the racke* 

Psr, Vpon the racke Bafflwi^t then confefle 
What treafon there is mingled ?Tith vour loue« 

Bdf. None but that Tgly treafon ofmiftruft. 
Which makes me feare t h inioyitig of my loue. 
There may as well be amity and life 
Tweene inow and fire, as treafon and my Ioue« 

?«r. I but I (eare you fpeake vpon the racke^ 
Where men enforced do fpeake any thing. 

V^. Promife me life,and ile confefle the truth, 

?0r. Well then,co(ifede and liue. 
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tbe ^Merchant (fVenki. 

&^Coofelleiiiclloiic» ^ 
Had bene the TCTf fooi of najr confcffipii ; 
OlMppf torriieiit^ when raf corniccr 
Dodi teach fiie asffteres for ddiuerioce : 
But let me to injr foctiioe and the Cukecf« 

^iffji. Away thefifl am lockt in one of thm^ 
IfyottdolooemejvottwillfindeRieoot. • 
itfiiT^ and the reft^ftand att aloofe^ 
Let muficke found while he doth make hit choife^ 
Then if he lole,he makes a S wanJike end. 
Faffing in muficke. That thecomparifoa 
Mav ftand more proper^my eye (hall be die ftreame 
And watry deatlwbM for him : he may win. 
And what is muficke then ? Then muficke is 
Buen u the flourifli^when true fubieAs bow 
To a new crownd Monarch : Such it ist 
As are thofe dulcet founds in breake of day^ 
That creepe into the dream tftg Bridcgroomes ear^ 
And fummon lum tomarriage.Now be goes 
With no lefle prefence^but with much mote loue 
Then Toung ilfcjdr/»when he did redeeme 
The Turffin tribute^ayd by howling T\r9f^ 
To the leMnoofter : I ftand for lacrificot 
The reft aloofe are the 2>iii^0w«iwiues» ^ 

Withbleared Tifaees come foorch to tiew 
The iffue of th^eipToit ; JGoe HirciUti^ 
Line thou, I liue with niuch more diibay * 

To view thefight^then thou that mak^ft the firay« 

Cu\giit§iimfilfr. 

Orktiktkitn^imththud} 
if it m p ml md mikeff*. 
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The Qomcdtt Hiftory af 

y In $bi cruMi wbire a fyis^ 

La vs dirmg Fimcm i^f • 

He begin ir« 
I Dmg.dong^hU. 

All. Ding, dmig. tit. 

B^So mav the outward (howei be leaft thffeluci 

The world i s (till deceiuM with ornament. 

In Lawtwhat plea (o tainted and corrupt^ 

But being fcafon'd with a gracious voice^ 

Obfcurei the Hiow of euill. In religion 

What damned error but Tome fober brow 

Will bleffe it,and approue it with a teit^ 

Hiding the grofenes with faire ornament : 
' There is no voice fo iimple« but aflunes 

Some of tertue on his outward parts ; 

How many cowards whofe hearts are all as falfe 

A s ftaiers of fand^weare jrtt y pon their chins 

The beards of HeretUisjuiA frowning Mmrs^ 

Who inward fearchtyhaue lyuers white as milke^ 

And thefe aflume but TaIom:s excrement, 
* To render them redoubted .Looke on beauty. 

And you (hall fee tis pur chaft by the weighty 

Which therein works a miracle in nature, 
; Making them lighteft that wearemoftof ht 

'^ So are thofecri^ed foaky golden locks 

Which maketh iuch wanton gambak with the wind, 
{ Vpon fuppofed fairene(re,often knowne 

To'be the dowry of a fecond head. 

The skull that bred them in the Sepulchtr. 
I Thus ornament is but the guiled (bore . 

To a mod daneerous fea : the beautious fcarfe 

Vailing an Indian beauty ; In a word» 

The feeming truth which cunning times put on 

To intrap the wifefl.Therefore thou gaudy gold^ 

Hard 
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th^5\f€r chant ffVmkt, 

Hani foolc for iMidditfl will none of chcc^ 
Nor DQoe of chee, thou pale and coounoo dnidge 
Twtene man and man : Due thoii^tbott meagei lead^ 
Whidb raiher i hreacneft then doft promife oagbc. 
Thy palenefTe mouea me more then doqacoce^ 
And neore choofe I^iov be the confequence. 

P0r. How all the other oalCons fleet to tycc^ 
As doubtfiill thoughts^and rafti imbrac*d delpatfC: 
And (hvddriog (eare,and greene-ejred tealoufie. 
O loue oe moderate.allay fOif txubtt 
In meafure ranse thy |oy /cant this ezcefle^ 
*I feele too muoi thy bledingiouke it lefTet 
For feare I furfet. 

£if0:WhatfindeIheere? 
Faire Pmi^ couaterfeit«Wbat demy God 
Hath come fo neere creation ? motie thefe tfti ? 
Or whither riding on the ball's of mine 
Seeine they in motion ? Heere are feuerd lips 
Parted with fueer breath^fo fweet a barre 
Should funder Uich fweet friends t heere in her haiict 
The painter playes the Spiderjand hath wouen 
A eolden mefh t*intrap the hear u of men 
Fafter then cnau in cobwebsibut her eyes, * 
How couldhe fee to do cfiem ? hauing made one^ 
Me-thinks it fliould haue power to fteale bothhia^ 
And leaue it feife Tnfumi(nt : yet looke how ftrre 
The fubAance of my praife doth wrong this ftiadow 
In tnderprizing it,fo farrt this (hadow 
Doth limpe behind the fubftance»Heer*s the fcroole. 
The continent and fummary of my fortune. 

• 

Clumce 4ifain^4Mdch§6fe4s trm : 
Smci tk$sfirttU9ef4ls f^jHt, 

Ifjm h mtflMs'd wkb $bii^ 

F % 
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A gcmlc fcroulc : Aire Ltdy^by your lea«e» 
I come by note to gtii€,«iMl to receiue ; 
Like one of two contending in a prite, 
Tbit thinks he bith done well inoeoplet eyes | 
Hearing applaufe and vninerfall (nout. 
Giddy in (pirit,ftiU gazine in a doubt. 
Whether thofe pearles ofpraife be his or no. 
So thrice faire Ladv^and I euen fo, 
' As doubtful! whether what I (ee be true, 

Vntill confirm'djiign'df ratified by you. 

?#r.Yott fee me Lord B4i0imi9 where I ftand^ 
Such as I am ; though for my felfe alone 
I would not be ambitious in my wiih. 
To wifli my felfe much better ,yet for jou, 
I would be trebled twenty times my felfe, 
A thoufand times more faire.ten thoufimd timet 
More cich,that onely to ftand high in your accouBff 
I might in Tertues,beauties,liuings, firiemla, 
Exceed account : but the full fumme of me 
Is fum me of fomething ; which to terme fai grofle» 
Is an Tnleifon^d gyrle, TnfchoordyTnpraAtied, 
Happy in this,flie is not yet lb old 
But (be may leame : happier then thtf t 
^ She is not bred fb dull,Dut (he can leamei 

Happieft of all, is that her gentle fpirit 
Commits it felfe to yours, to be direAe4 
As from her Lord^her Gouemor, her Kingi 
My felfe,and what is mine^to you and youra 
Is now conuerted.But now I was the Lord 
Of this faire man(ion,maftcr of my feruanta , 
Queene ore my felfe ; and euen now,but now, 
. This boufe,theCeferuamS|aodtbia fame my ieUe 

Aft 



Aft ycnnjmf Lord, I ssMtbcni with diis liog. 
Which when you fart trofii,lole, or g)uc twa j. 
Let it prcitge the mtot of voor lone. 
And be my Tanuge to excfaiine on yoo* 

BsifflUtdMiMMU hauc bereft me of all words, 
Onely my blood fpeakes to yon in my Teinei , 
And there is fuch confiifion hi my powen. 
As after fomeOratioa ftirely fipoke 
By a beloued Prii\^,there dotn appearc 
Among the buxxii^ pleafed multitude 
Where euery faroetiiing being blent together, 
Tumes to a wilde of nothing Jaue of ioy 
Evpreft, and not expreft : but when this ring 
Parts ftom this finger^then parts lift ftom henct^ 

then be bold co lay B4ifmh is dead. 
Nir.Mj Lord and Lady^it is now our time 

That haue ftood by and feene our wifties profperj 
To cry ftood ioy^good toy my Lord and Lady. 
^ni.My Lord "Bsffhth^ and my gentle Lady, 

1 wi(h you all the ioy that you can wifli .* 
For I am fure ypu can wi(h none ftom me t 
And when your honours meane CO IblcmiiiM 
The bargatne of your faith : I do befeech yo« 
Euen u that time I may be married to. 

3^ With all my lieart/o thou canft get a wift. 

OrsJ thanke TOUT Lordfliipiyou hane got me one. 
My eies my Lord,can looke as iwift as yours I 
You Taw tbeMiifafflc^l beheld the Maid I 
Ton louVi,! lott*d for iotermiffioo» 
Mo more peruines to me my Lord dien y oil. 
Your fimine flood tpon theCnket therct 
And fo did ndnc too,as the matter fals i 
For wooing hecre f ottU 1 fwet againe. 
And fwearkig till my very rooft was dry, 
Wkh oithes of loue^at iafl,if pronufc Iw. 
I got • piondfe of this faire one here* 
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TUQmcaU Htflentf 

To haue her loae t prouided ibat four fbraue 
Atchieu'd herMiRrii. 

P$r.\% this itue^Nirrifd} 

iVirr.Maddam it is, fo you ftand pleisM wiihtlt 

'Baf.hnd do yoa^r^rMMfnetocgood £ucb ? 

CnuYts faith my Lord* 

T^.Out fea A (hall be much honoured in your mtrrian^ 

Cr4. Wee'l play with chem the firft boy for a choufand dncaca 

iV!rr. What^and ftake downe ? 

^'''^No^we (hall nere win at that fport and ftakc dovme* 
But who comes heere, L^rettx^ and his infidell f 
What^and my olde Venetian fnctid^alem ? 

EntnL$rinK^Jijfw4/mdSdlnmM9mffin^fr$mVii$ki% 

^Jflarmtjt and ^^/rri^^welcomehither^ 
If that the youth •f my new intrcft heere 
Haue power to bid you welcome : by your leaue 
1 bid my very friends and countrymen 
Sweete Tcrtu welcome. 

P^.So do I ftiy Lord^they are entirely welcome. 

hvr.l thanke your Honour/or my part my Lordy 
My purpofe was not to hau< feene you heerc^ 
But meeting with S^trh by the way^ 
He did aureate me paft alliaying nay^ 
Td come with him along. 

54/,IdidmyLord, . 
And I haue reafon for it. Signior jtmkmti9 
Commends him to you. 

7^.Ere I ope his Letter, 
I pray VQU tell me how my good friend doth. 

5W.Not (icke my Lord.vnlefle it be in minde^ 
Nor well,vnle(re in minde :'hi« Letter there 
Will (hew you his eftate. 

Hf^penttbiLitttr. 

0rd.N€rriff4tchttxt yon ftranger^bid her welcome. 
Tour hand S^km^ what's tbenciwef from Venice i 

How 
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tbe ^!Menbant (f Venice. 

How doth that rojftU Machaot^good jimhmm ? 
1 know he will be glad of our fucceflcf 
Wc are the isfms^vic haue won tbe fleece, 

5if/. I would you had won the fleece that be hath left« . 

PM'.There are fooie (hrewd contents in yon fame paper. 
That fteales the colour from 7^;i^SMy#/ cheeke, 
Some deare friend deadyclfe nothing in the world 
G>uld tume fo much the conAitution 
Of any conftanc roan : what worfe and worfe ? 
With leaue Bsfmkfl am halfeyour felfe. 
And I muft freely haue the hal& of any tbing^ 
That this fame paper brings you. 

B^. O fweete PmU, 
Heere are a few of the Tnpleafantft words 
That euer blotted paper. Gentle Lady^ 
When I did firft impart my louetoyou, 
I freely told you all the wealih I had 
Ran in my t eines^ I was a Gentleman^ 
And then I told you true ; and yet deere Ladyy 
Rating my fel& at nothing^you fliall fee. 
How much I waa a Bcageart^whcn I told you 
My ftate was nothing,! £ould then haue told you 
Tntc I was worfe then nothing ; for mdeed 
Ihaue ingag*d my (elfe to a deere friend, 
Ingag'd my friend to his meere enemy 
To fred my meanes.Heer*s a* Letter Lady, 
The piqper as the body of my friend. 
And euerjf word in it a gaping wounds 
Iflbing lire blood.But is it true S^iiiri^ ? 
Hath all his rentures (aild ? what,not One hit, 
From Tr^ar,from Mexic§, and Sffglmtd^ 
From Liii^m^Bmrkiory , and /«ri£yi. 
And not one fcflelllcape the dreadful! toudi f 

Of Merchant-marring rocks ? 

5if/. Not one my Lord, 
lefides^t (hottld appcte^^tt ^ ^ hftd 
^'* T»e 
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Tbe C«i>>cM afitrnf 

The prefeot money to difchtrge the Iew» 
He would uot take it / neuer did 1 know 
A creature that did beare the fliape of mai^ 
So keene and greedy to confound a man. 
He plies the Duke at morning and at nidhc^ 
And doth impeach the freedome of the Rate 
If they denv him iuflice.Twenty Merchantf^ 
The Duke himfelfe, and the Magnificoei 
Of greateft port haue all perfwaded with hira^ 
But none can driue him from the enuioui plea 
Of forfeycure.of ioflice^and hii bond« 

lefficd^yNYiCTi I was with htm,I haue heard him fwtace 
To TnhdMwciA to Cbm^ his Country-men, 
That he would rather haue AmlnwUs flefti. 
Then twenty times che value of the fumme 
That he did owe him : and I know my Lord^ 
If law^authority ,and power deny not^ 
It will |o hard with poore Anihmi§. 

FmrAt it your deare friend that is diut in trouUc } 

34|0C The deereft friend to m^Ac kindeft man. 
The beft condhioo*d and rnwearied fpirit 
In doing counefies ; and one in whom 
The ancient Romane honour more appearci^ 
Then any that drawes breath in l$4Jf. 

P^r.What fumme owes he thelew ? 

A^ For me three thoufiuid DiKata. 

?>^. What no more,pay him fix thoufaod ft dcfrice the boad^ 
Double fixe thoufand jand then treble thac^ 
Before a friend of this defaiption 
Shall Idfe a haire through Bitfrnm fault* 
Firft go with me to Church^and call roe wife^ 
And uieo awav to Ftwkf to your friend ; 
For neuer (haU you Ive by Vtrtim fide 
With an ▼nquietfoule. lou (hall haue gold 
To pay the petty debt twenty times ouer. 
When it is paid Jbrtng your true fitnd along I 



MytBftide A;^t^|m^ • ^ • 

WiU liiie u imidn aiid widdowes ; come a Wi^^ 

For you fliali hence Tpoo your wedding day« 

Bid your friends wd^omc^ (hew a nnbrry die^ 

Since you are deere bought^I will loae vou deere. 

But let me heare tke letter of y6« frieqd. 

Swat B^^Mkt UUyfhifs him idtwHTcmfkijHj Cnd Umg rm 

fMfiHgit^ iiumptfMillhmtldiim, MMki mt cktni htmnm 
jmmiIifImdHhafHym4Uwfiuthk N^twUl^mMig, vfi 
ymrfUrfm^l ^jmtfhmdm mtfirfindijim t§€mm^ Uttmf wj 
Eamt. 

Loue ! difpatch all bufineife^nd be gone. 
Bujf. Since I haue your good leaue to go away^ 

1 will make haft* ButliU I come ^aine^ 
No bed (hall ere be guiky of my ftay^ 
No reft be interpofer t wixt ya.tw aine* 

XMtif tbi 100^ WmSmiKttH$^ Mil jtaih$ifi$g^ 

^: mithiliffUr. 

"• . »■ • 

lim laylor, looke totiitn, tell not me of mtrcy^ 
This is the foole that lent olu uaoney gratis, 
laylor^ looke to him. 

^.Heafcmcyefgood^iSpdiv.: -.,■.'. 

lem. He hane my bond, fpeake not againft my bond x 
I haue fwor9< an oa<j^thatI willbauemy bond. 
Thou cald'ft me dogge befqre thon hadft a caufe^ 
But (ince I am a dogge, beware my fangs* 
The Duke |ball gf:ac« jQie iiiftice / J dd wipoder 
Thou nauehty layfor thaiihottaa ib faoikl 
To come aoroad jwrith^imaijiisrefiuefti ' \ 
. ^Hw.Ipretheehearcmdfpcakii 

Im. He hauej^y bMd; I wiSnotheaciedMefpeake} 
He haue my bond^and^thgnfae feeakcupmbi c, 
w.l G ' He 
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TJ)fi Qmucall Hiflotytf 

To (hake the head, relcotf ami figb,a Ad yedd 
To Chri Aian intcrcciTors : follow nor^ 
lie haue no fpeaking J vrill hatie my bond. 

BxHim. 

Sot. It is the moft impeDetrabtc cuffe 

That euer keoc with men. 
jt$i$. Let nim alone^ 

lie follow hkn no more with booclcire prayers. 

He {eekes my life, his reafon well I know •* 

I oft deliiter'd firom htiforfeiciirea 

Many that baiicac tHnca mademoneioinee^ 

Therefore he hates me. 

Sdl. I am Cure tlie Duke will neuer gram 

. This for fey ture to hold • 

jIm. The Duke cannot deny the cour fc of Law t 
For the commodity that Qrangers haue 
With vs in Venice, if it be denicLdyt 
Will much impeach the iuftice of his ftate. 
Since that the itrade and profit of tbeCity 
Confifteth of all Nations. Therefore goe^ 
Thefe grecfcs and lofles haue fo batedme. 
That Khali hardly ipare a pound of fle(h 
To nK>rrow3 to my bloody Creditor. 
Well laylor on, pray God 'Buffdnio come 
To fee me pay his deot^and then I care not. Bximt. 

Enter PMniS^irriffa^LiTinx^^IiffteM^miid 

• 
/[.^.Madam^although 1 fpeake it in your prefence^ 
You haue a noble atvta tnie conceite 
Of God-like amity,which appeare« rtio^ Atongly, 
In bearing thus the abfence of your Lord. 
Btit if you knew to whom you (hew this honour^ 
. Hoyi true a Gemleman you (endreleefe^ 
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the Menhant (fVeftict^. 

How deere a Ipuer of aif f.Mid.yew bmb#n4 
I kno w yott ¥FO«U b« pccwdbr oftiiryroi^k^; 

Tbcn cuftomaiy bounijf can enforce you. 

?«"• I neucr did repent for doing goodj 
Nor (hall not now : for in companions 
That do conuerfc and wafte the time together, 
Whofc foules do beare m equail yoke of loue. 
There muft be needs a like proportion 
Oflincaments* ofmanoers^andoffpirtt: * 

Which makes me thinke, that thb Jntb mtk 
(Being the bofome-loiier^fmy*LordV;l 
Mttft needs belike my Lord^ If tc be to, 
HoYi little is the coft I haue bellowed 
In purchafing the femblance of my Hbule, 
Prom out the ftate of hcUtfli mifery. 
This comes too neere the praifine of my leife^ 
Therefore no more of It : heere other things 
LmttK^ I commit into your hands^ 
The husbandry and maiiage of my houfe, 
Vntill my Lords retume. ror mine ownepart^ 
I haue toward heauen breathed a (Secret tow^ 
To Hue in prayer and concemplatidn^ 
Onely attended bv i\r#rn!j^neere^ 
Vntill her husbandiand my Lords returoe. 
There is a Monaftery two miles off^ 
And there will we aoide. I do defire you. 
Not to deny this impofitton. 
The which my lotk|0nd Tome neceifity 
Now laves rpon you* 

Lw. Madame^with all my heart, 
I (hall obey you in all &ire commands. 

P#r. My people do.already know my mind. 
And will acknowledge you and leffies^ 
In place of Lord Bafmth and my felfe* 
And fo farewell till we (hall mcete againc. 

Lsr«Faire tboughu & happy hours attnul on you. 

Ga. Jif: 



Tie QomcaU Hiflofy^f' 

lif. I wi(h voor Lady-fliip allbe« ts content. 

Tcr. I thanke you foe year wUh; tnd aiti wellple*fd 

To wiOi ic backe on yoa : farewdl l^Jkd. Extmu 

Novv B4/r^4y2r,as 1 luue cncr foitnd rfiee honeft true^ 

So Jet me finde thee ftiU ; Take this (amc Letter^ 

And vfe thou all th'indeuoucof aman 

In fpecde to mtm^d ;ree'thou render thia • ' 

Into my Coiins hands, Do£lor S#/4ri#, • 

And looke what notes and parments he doth giue thee. 

Bring them I pray thee wttKiimgin'd ipeede 

Vnto the Tranedi, to the common Ferry • 

Which trades to Venice t wafte iho.timc in words. 

But get thee gone, I (hall be there before thee. 

Bsi Madam, I go. with alLconuenient fpeede* dcitm 

P§r. Come on Ncrrtffa^ I haue worke in hand 

That you yet know not of. Wccl fee our husbands 

Before they thiiike of vs. 
;V<r. Shall they fee YS? 
Ttr. They (hall Ncrrifd : but in fuch a habite. 

That they (hallthinkeweareaccomplilhed 

With that we lacke. He hold thee any wager. 

When w e are both apparreld like yong roco^ 

He proue the prettier fellow of the two. 

And weare my dagger with the brauer grace. 

And fpeaVe betwcene the change of man and boy, 

With a rcede voice, jand tume two mincing fteps 

Into a manly ftride ; and fpeake of firayes 

Like a fine Dragging yoiithf and tell quaint lyes. 

How honourable Ladies fought my loue. 

Which I denying, they fell (tcke and dyed t 

I could not doe withall. Then ile repent. 

And wi(h for all that, that I had not kiirdchem; 

And twentv of thcfe punielies ile tell. 

That men (nail fweare I haue difcontinued fchoole 

Aboue a twclue-monch. I haue within my minde 

A tboufand raw trickes of tbefe bragging iackes. 



tie ^SMerchanf^tif Vemcem 



i^M". V^Hnr^ (hall ive curne tomen ? 
• P#^FiCbWiias«qii€ftioa*fttkt(9 
If ckou wcrt ocre a lewd incerprttcr •* 
But come* lie tell thcc all my whole deuicc 
When I am in my Coach, which ft^y^s (or ?a 
At the Parke gate ; and therefore baft away^ 
For wemuft flKafiire twenty miles to day. ixt$m 

Emut Cim9U4»d lejfkd. 

Ch. Yet truly, for looke you, the finnci ofthe Father are co 
be laid ypon the children, ttiercfore I promile ye I fearc you^ I 
was alwayei plaine with you, and fo now I (peake my agiution 
of thetoatrer : therefore be a good cheere» forxruly 1 think you 
are damn'd, ther is but one hope in it that can do you any good^ 
and that is but a land of baftard hope neither* 

l$f. And what hope is that I pray thee ? 

C/#. Marry you may partly hope that your Father got you 
notythatyou are not the Jcwes dauehter* 

Itjp. That were a khid ofbaftard hope iodeedei fo the (ins of 
my mother fhould be tifiied tpon me. 

^2^ Truely then I feare you are damn*d both by Father and 
Mother •* thus when I A^un Scttayour father, I fal into ^ImriUit 
your mother; well* you arc gone both wayes. 

Itf. I (hall be faud by my husband, he hath made me a chri«- 
ftian. 

Ch, Truly the more to blannc he ; we were Chriftians enow 
before, e*ne as many as could well hue one by another: this ma« 
king of Chriftians will raife the price of bogs» if we grow all to 
be Porke*eaters, we (hall not (horily baue a rafiieson the coles 
for money. 

lefJlt tel my husband Luftcekt what you fay, here he comei». 
JLr J (hall grow ieakms^of you (hordy L^Mff/rr^ if you thusr 

iG I get. 
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Thi ComkaUHiftofi of 

get my.wifc into comaf. i / 

/r/Nay,you needenocCtife Tt L§f mm , Ld m t t tk t tttdl tfc 
out ; he eels roe flatly, there's no mercjr for me in hoMiro^ bee- 
caufe I am a lewes daughtetttodbeuyesyottarcoQgoodfii^ 
ber of the Common-iwealth » for in coonerdog ients M CbA^ 
ftians ,you raife the price of Porke. 

lor. I Hiall anfwere that better to the Commoih-wcalth thm 
you can the getting vp of the Negrot belly.; the Moore's with 
childe by you LMceltt ? 

l^owneM is much that the Moore flioald be more then ret<« 
fon : but if flie be leflcthen an honeft woman, (bee is indeede 
more then I tooke her for. 

L^.How euery foole can play vpon the word^I thinke the 
heft grace of wit will fiiortly tume into (ilencet, and difcourfe 
grow commendable in none onely but Ptrrtts, Go in firra^bid 
them prepare for dinner? 

Clow. That is done (ir,they haue all ftoraackes* 

Lor.Goodly Lord what t wit-foapper are you: then bid thi 
prepare dinner. 

Cb. ThatYdone to (ir,onely couer is the word. 

L^.Willyou couer than lir ? 

Ch. Not lo (ir neither. 1 know my duty. 

Lor. Yet more quarrelling with occafion ^ wilt thoo (hewe 
the whole wealth of thy witte in an inftant ? I pray thee tnder* 
ftand a plaine man in his plaine meaning : Goe to thy Fellowct , 
bid them couer the table, ferue in the meate, and we will come 
in to dinner. 

Ch. For the table lir, it (hall be feni'd in, for the roeate fir tc 
(hall be couered, for your comming in to dinner fir, why let it 
be as humors and conceits (hall eouerne. Exit Clnme. 

Lcr. O deere difcretion, how nis words are futed^ 

The foole hath planted in his memory 

An army of eood words, and I do know 

A many fooles that ftand in better placej 

Gami(ii'd like him, that for atrickne word 

Defie the matter : how far'ft thou lijfws } 

And 
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tb$ 9S\£mh4n$ of Venice^ 

And now good fvf eet fay thy opinloo^ 
How doft choa like che Lord Bafmkt wife ? 

/r/I;Paft all cxprefling, U if renf mecce 
The Lord BMJfkmh liue an Tpright ukf i 

For hailing uich a blefltng in hit Lady^ 

He (indes th e ioves ofhewen heerc on earthy i 

And if on earth he doe not meaiie if, then i 

In reafon he (hould neuer comeco heauen. 
Why, if two Gods (hould play fome heauenly matcbt 
And on the wager lay two eanhly women, 
A n d ?«rritf one : there ONifli be (bnnethine etfe 
P a wn*d with che oiber; for che poore rude world 
Hach not her fellow. 

£#r. Euen fuch a hosband haft thou of me^ 
As (he is foe wife. 

lef. Nay^ but aske my opinion to of that* 

L^. I will anon,firft let x$ go to dinner* 

lef. Nay, let me praife yoii while I haue a ftonMckc» 

Lrr. No prechte, let it ferue (or table talke» 
Then howfoere thoufpeak(t mong other things^ 
Khalldifgeftit. 
- /#/: Well^ile fet you fordu £xjr. 

Btfirtke Ditfy,tkf<JUfgmfic§s,Antb0m^sf^ 

XHNtf • Vv hat* IS j99in§tMf0 nccfc ? 

jtm. Ready, fo pleafe your Grace. 

2>Mi^. I am (brry for tnee^ thoQ art cooae CO anfwcf 
A ftony adttcrfaty^ anhnmaae wvetch^ 
Vncapeable of pi tty , iroide and empty 
Prom any dram of mercy • 

a/A« I haue heard. 
Your Grace hath eant great painea 
To <ittali(i6 his rigorous coune : 
But unce he ftands obdurate^ 

And 
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The Qomicall Hifiw) of 

And that no lawfullmcanes ctn carrie met 
Out of his cnuics reach* I do oppofc 
My patience to his furiet and tm ariii*d 
To luiFer with a quietncfle of fpiric^ 
The verie tiranny and raee of hif , 

Dttks. Go one and call the lew into theCourc. 

SmI. He is ready at the doore, he comes my Lord* 

Enter Sbjleekf. 

Dft. Make roome,and let him ftand before our ftce*' 
Shylocfy the world thinkes, and I thinke (o to^ 
That thou but leaded this faihion of thy malice 
To thclaft hourc of adl, and then tis chouphc 
Thoult (hew thy mercie and remorfe more ftrange^ 
Then is thy ftrange apparant cruelty : 
And where thou now exaAs the penalty, 
(Which is a pound of this poore Merchants flefli) 
Thou wilt not onel/loofe the forfeiture. 
But touch'd with humane gentlenefle aadloue^ 
Forgiue a moity of the principall ; 
Glancing an eie of pittie on his loflet, 
T hat haue of late fo hudled on his backe. 
Enow to prefle a royall Merchant downe. 
And plucke commi Aeration of his ftate 
From braflfie bofomes, and rough hearts offline* 
From ftubborne Tuckes,and Tarurs neuer traia^i 
To offices of tender curtefie s 
We all expedl a-gemle anfwer lew, 

Im. I haue poiTeft your Grace of what I ptnpofiv 
And by our holy Sabbath haut I fworoe 
To haue the due and forfet of my bond. 
If you deny it, let the dangei light 
Vpon your Charter^and your Cttties freedome* 
You'l aske me why I rather choofe to haue 
A weight ofcanionfleib, then to receiuc « ^.i.;.. 

Thict 



the ^^ercBantaf Venice. 

Three thoufand Docau f He doc tnTwer chac, 
But fay it is my humor,ts ic aofwered ? 
What if my houfe be troubled with a Rat, 
And I be pkas'd to gioe ten tboufand ducicg 
To haue it baind ? wDat^are you anfwered yet ? 



Some men there are loue not a gaping pig • 

Some that are mad if they behdd a Cat : i 

And others when the Bagpipe finss I'th nofe, | 



1 
Matters of paflion fwayes it to the mood * 



Of whu it likes or loathes ; now for your anfweiCt 

As there is no firme reafon to be rendlred^ 

Why he cannot abide a gapingpig f 

Why he a harmlefle neceflary Gu ? 

Why he a woollen Bagpipe ; but of force 

Muft yeeld to fuch incu iuble ftiame. 

As to offend, himfelfe being offended : 

So can I gtue no ceafoDynor I will not. 

More then a locked hate^aifd a certaioe lotthing 

I beare ^uriiMf^that I follow thus 

A lofiog fiite agaioft him t^are you anfwered f 

Buf^TYai is no aofwer,thou Tnfeeliog man. 
To excufe the. currant of div cruelty^ 

Jfy.I am not bound to pfeaTe thee with my anfwere. { 

Bi^. Do all men kill the things they do not loue ? j 

^I^.Hates any nnn the thing he would not kill ? 

A^Euery ottence is not a hate at firft. j 

%.What wouldft thou haue a ferpent ftine thee twice i 

An$A pray you thinke you qoeftion with tgsJ^vv, 
You may as well go ftand Ypon the Beach, 
And bid the maine flood bate his yfuall heieht. 
You may as well vfe qoeftion with ^e Wolte, 
Why he hath made the Ewe bleake for the Lambea i 

You may as well forbid the mountaine^f Pines 

Towagthcirhishtops^andtomakenonoife | 

When they are vetten wnh the gufts of heauen i 
#^ ^H You 
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The Qmkii Ht^ory^ 

Ym may u well do any cMttg moft htrd. 
At fcekeco fofcenchtt, then which whicthardcr t 
Hit lewifli hean } therefore I do beieccb you 
Make no moe offers^Tfe no ftrther meanct^ 
But with all briefe and plaine conueniency 
Let me haue iudgementttnd the /nr hit will. 

"Buf. For thy three thoufaod ducata here ta fixe* 

Im. If euery ducat in (is thoufimd ducata 
Were in (ixe parttyand enery part a ducat^ 
I would not draw them»I would haue my bond» 
2>ii«Ho w (halt thou hope fidr mercy, rcndring none t 
/(Tjr. What iudgment Oiall 1 dread^doing no wrong } 
You haue among you many a purchafl flauet 
Which like your Afles,ana your Dogs and Mnlea, 
You ▼ fe in aoieft and in (laui(h paru^ 
Becaufe you bought them^ihall I (ay to yoo. 
Let them be free,mariy them to yoor betrei i 
Why fweat they vnder burthena^et their beda 
Be made as foft it yobrs^and let their pallats 
Be feafonM with (uch viands ; -you will aafwer^ 
The flaues are ourt^fo do I an(weryou ; 
The pound of fle(h which I demand of hhn^* 
Is deerely bought,tis mine and I will haue it s * 
If you deny me, fie vpon vour Law^ 
Tliere is no force in the decreet of Venice^* 
Iftandforiudgement,anfwer,(hallIhaufit? « 

D«i^^.Vpon my power 1 may di(mi£re this ComCi . 
Vnlefle "B^IUrk a learned Do^^ 
Whom I haue fent for to detormine thla« . h 

Gomrfacere to day. 

SsbrMy Lord^ieere (hyaa widiout^ 
A mefl<mger with lettat from the Doftor, 
New come from fadtis. 

Z)itfi^.Rring Ts the Letters, call the Meflenger* 

SBfj^Good cheere ^wiM^,what mao,courage yet t 
The Imih all baut my fleff)|blood|bones and SH, 
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fire ihoa (hiklofe feriMoiiedrop of UochL 
jtmlmjim t cttnicd weather of die flocke, 
Meeceft for deach^he weakeft Jcinde of findce 
Drops earlieftto die frowii^d fo let me ; 
You cannot beuer be implof d B4^mti0, 
Tlien to line ftilt aad write mine Epicifli. 

Ai^.Came you ftoo/jdhM from Srirtji ? 

.iVSr.FcombodvBy !<• MUiiif greecet jfoitc£rtoe« 

• SiffWbfdoftdiouwIietdiykmferoetriieMv? 
Itm.To Mt the fiEirfeitiire from chat bankroiit tiiete 
. O^J4otoQthif lbiile:b0toothy(oiilehardft/i» 
Tbou mak*ft dqf ktdfe keeoe t but no metttU caoy 
N^Aoc the hangmaoa ne beare halfe the keeoeoelle 
Of th^ Aiai^ MQjf I can no pnyers pierce thee ? 

/nrJfoiiiooe that thou haft wit enough to aakct 

^4.0 be thou damn^^incxecrablc dog^ 
And for thy life let infticebe accufde; 
Thou almoft mak'ft me waiter in mffiudbf 
To hold opinion with Pff^MTir^^ 
That foolet of Animib iHfiM tbemfeluei 
Into the trunks of men : Thy currifli fpirit 
Gouem!d a Wolfc^whd htns'd for humane flaughtcr^ 
Eucn from the gallowes did hit fell foule fleeiet 
And whilft thouiiqreft in thy Tnhallowed dam^ 
Infufde it felfe in diee t for thy defiret 
Are wolttt(h,bloodv,ftartt'd and rauenoust 

/#ir«Till chou camt ratle the feale from otf my boad^ 
Thou but offendft thy lungs to fpeake fo loud / 
Repaire thy wit^ good youdi^or it will fall 
To curdcfle rotne.1 fttfid heere for law* 

Oiii^.This letter from B$Ksrh doth commend 
A yoone and learned Dojbr to our Coun t 
VVhereishe? 

iVirr.He atteodeth heere hard by, 

Hft To 



TheQomicMll Hifiwyof 

To know yonr anrwcrc,whcther yon'l tdmtc him. 

'/)/%. VVith all my heart ; feme three or foure of yov 
Goe giue him courteous conduA lo this placct 
Meaae time the Court (hall heare BtlUri^s Lecten 

lour Grace JhsBvnderftmtd^ ibdiMBhi riceHi9fy$mr Litttfldm 
verjfickf ; h$t in the mfimit thatgvm Mefftnfir cmme^ in le$iftg vi- 
fitdtim WM with mi d fating DMtr $fR§me^u numi it VdlthMZdn 
I dc^MoiHicd himwiih thi Cimfr$mc0ftltr$MirJii titwHm tbi lem m$i 
Anthont^ thf Merch4fU ; wf $mrmd$re mumj V0§kfs ttghber.baif 
fmrni(htd with Utjf ^mi$n^ which httred mch hit mmtcTmnrimg^ ihi 
great neffe whereef IcAtmci €H$9igh c&mwtemi^ cmmt withhitmdc mf 
imfertHnitj^^ fit vfycmr Graces reeptefi im myfteaJU Ikcjndnett^ 
let hit lacke ef fears he mo imfediment to he him tackcM retteretUclH* 
matien^frr tneuerknewfeyeung a M^ with fsMt Ahead: J ham 
himtoj(fUr grAciemeacceftatice^ whofe tr$aM(hatieit0r fttUifkUt 
commendation, r .• i . . 

• * 

Enter Portia frr Battbazeri 
Dnkg.you heare the leam*d BoUarm what ho wrstct| 
And heere I take it is the Do^r come. 
] Giue me your hand^come you from old S«£crr#? 

Par. I did my Lorci. 

D/vi^. You are welcome ,takevour place : 
A re you acquainted with the diiierenf e . 

That holds thisjprefenrqueAion in theCoorc- h 
'P^r.I am enformed throughly of the canfe/. »\ i^*'- 

r Which is the Merchant heere ? and whkh the lew? . v > 

Dwi^. ^iir40ifi# and oldefi^/^i^/, both ftandfiMnb. s 
P^.Is your name ^l^/#^ ? 
lew.ShylocI^ is my name* 

/'or. Ofaftrange nature is the fiite4youfoUow> - . r 

Yet in fuch rule^that the Veiictiailaw 
jj Cannot impunge you as you do proceed. •< 

You flandVichin his danger,doeye iy>t ? 

^iffj/ohefayts, 

far. 
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tbe ^Mmbanttf Venice. 

?ir.Doy<Ni ionfeflecbeboiid? 

Pir.Then muft the Im be tBercifull. 

SfyXin whac coomiiifion miift I^ccU me that. 

PiT.The quality or mercy is not firtin'd^ 
It droppctb t% the gent l er ti ne from hetuen 
Vpon the pli\ce beneub : h it twice bleft t 
It bleffeth hfan thtt giiiet,and him that takes « 
Tis mightieft In the Aiightteft,it becomes 
The throned MoiiarcfrDetter then hts crovme. 
His fcepter fhevtftbt fierce of tempcrall power. 
The attribiitetS6aweahdiMie(ty^ 
Wherein dotb'fit'the dread and mre of Kings • * 
But mercy is aboue this fceptred fwayi 
It is enthroned in the hearts of KingSy 
It is an attribute to God himfelfe ; 
And earthly power doth^Fien (hew Kk*R Qods^ 
When niMcy feafons iiiftire r tberfefore Itm^ 
Though iuftice be thy plea, AJkifider ;htSj 
That in the courfe or luftice^none of rs 
Should fee faluatlon r we do pray for mercy,. 
And that fame prayer,dbtti tea^ Vs all to render* 
The deeds of mercy.I haqc Qioke thus much 
To mittnte the iuflice of thy plea, 
Which if thou feUow^thts WiA Court of Veniee 
Muft needs giue fentence gamft the Merchant chere» 
' . 5i^.My deeds Yponmytiead.rtTVUetHelaw> 
Thepenafty hxiA forfei^oFMy Vbhd« ; i' '/" 

Pir.U he not able to diftharge th6 money? 

ffi^ Yes,heere I tender it for him in the Courts ; 
Yea twice the fqmme/if that will nojt fqflice^ 
I wiU be bound to payltten tmeil ot^^ 
On (brfirit of m^ himAibiyhcad^ttiy hfeart & 
If this will not inllht^/it m uffaj^art ' 
That malice beares dowiie tmdii And iVfiibAybif 
Wreft once the Law lb your aiidibrlty^ '• j*: • 
•^ ^ H$ To. 
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T he Qmuc^U Htfkn ^ 

Todoiercattightydotlhdewcoiigj . . 

And curbt this cruell diuell of hit wilL 

?#r. Ic muft not be, there If no power in Venice 

Ctn alter i Decree efitbiiflied : 

Twill be recorded for a precedenr. 

And miny an errour by the (ame example, .' 

Will ru(b into the ftate^tt cannot be* . 

ShfJi DmMt come to iudgement •* yta t DmkL 

O wife young Iudge,how I do bteoiir diee. 
Pmr.l pray youTct me looke rpnm die bond^ 
Sbj, Heere t is moft reuercnd Do£tof«hefe iliiu 
P0r.Sbfl0€ktji\:iei\ thrice thy money offircd thcff^ 
Sfy.Sn oath^an oath J haue an oath in heaocPb 

Shall I lay periury rpon my (pule f 

No^ot tor Venice. 

?#r.Whythiibondisforfiut» , 

And lawfully by this the /at may claime 

A pound of fleih,tobe by himcuc otf 

Neereft the Merchants heart ; be merciibUt 

Take thrice thy money,bid me teare the bond* 
Siy.^l^cn it is paid^ceording ro the tenour« 

It doth appeare ypii ace a wpcthy Ju(^^ 

You know the Law^ your expohtion 

Hath bene moft found .* I charge you1>y the Law, 

Whereof you area well deferuing Pillar, 

Proceed to iudg(;nient •* by my (oule I (Wear^ 

There is no power ID the tongue of man 

To alter mej ftay heere on my bond. 

>f;fr.Moft heartily I do befeech the Com 

To giue the iudgement, 
?#r.Why then tbuaft if. 

You muft prepare vour bofome for his knifCi 
Sby.O noble iudge,0 excellent ymmg maiu 
?#r.For the intent andfuroofe of tbeLa«» 

Hatbfttllrelacioatotbeoenalty. 

WhUbhittcappcarcthdMetponthebond. 



L 



A$tSMmhMt9f Venice. 

5!I^.Tb ffcy cnie s O frift wd Tpirishc IttdgCp 

HowowdifiiofccldcraRdiMtliratbjrldokctt ^ 

^ PiT.ThcfcferelafbarcyoarbofiMM, 

So (ayes die bdnd.doAlt not iicfbfe ftMter ? 
Neereft hb hetRydioft tt^ the very worou 

Pirjt bfoiaretbertbillaiicehere to weightheflefii ^ 

5ir«I hftM them retdf • 

lV«Hiueb]f foiiieSurgeonSi^rllM^onyoar chargej 
To Rod hit womdsitetftlie do hked to death. . 

5ib^ak'itfoiiOfiiJnited kithe bond f 

P#rJt i t not fo expreftybitt whit of that ? 
Twere good you do to onich for charity . * 

5lrfJ cannot findeit,tis not in the bond« ' \ 

Pir. You Merchast^bane you any thing to fav f 

AmtAm little | /am iru^d and well prepai^dj 
Giue me your hand Bdpmkjkx yon wefl^ 
Greeue not that / am nine to this for you t 

For heerein Fortune (hewet her ftlfe more kinde * | 

Then is her cuftbme I it it ftil! her Tie 
To let the wretched man out^liuehis Wealth, 
To Tie w with hollow eye and wrinckled broWy 
An age of pouern^ : from which lingring pennance 
Of (ttch mifery <toth (he cut nie otu 
Commend me to your honourable wife, 

Tellhettheproeefleof jf«r&«ivi#icnde; j 

Sayhow/louVlyou^rpeskemefalreiiideitht I 

And when the tale is toldibid her be iodge, ^ 

Whether B^mh had not once a loue i 
Repent but you thatyou (hall lofe your firiend^ . 
And he repents not tnat he payes your debt* 
For if the /nr do cut but deeprenottgt^ 
Ilepayitprefentlvwithallmyheait* * 

J?^^ilmi#, I am mart ied to « wift^' 

Wluch is at deare to me as hftit feUh 
BufUft it felfeimy wifeiaod all tbe^forld}. 
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Are not with me eAeem*d ab#iic thy Ufe# 
I would iofe aU,I dcrifizeibeai all 
Heere to this diuell.to deliua yon* 

VmrXouT wife would giue you little thtnkilbr t6at 
If (he were by to hearcycM imkc the oflfinr^ 

^4.1 btue a wife^wTto I proccft I Iqujtg 
I would (he were in heauen/o flie could 
Entreate fome power to change this curriih /nr, 

^NTrrTis well you offer it bchindc her backCy 
The wi(li would make etfe an vnqqietboufef : ' 

/rm.Thefe be the chriftianhuibandsj baue^ dfuightctf 
Would any of chc ftocke of Bsrrstdt 
Had bene ner husband/ather then a Cbriftiaa. 
We trifle time,I pray thee pucfue fentcnce. 

P^. fi pound of that fame Merchants fle(Kis tbinCi 
The Court awards it,aod the law doth giue it^ . - 

/nr.Moft rightfiiil ludge. 

9>0r. And vou muft cut this fle(h from off his breaflt 
The Law allowes ityand the Court awards it. 

/nr.Moft learned Iudge,a (entence,coRie prepare 

P^.Tarry a little^there is fomethiug cKj^^ 
This bond doth giue thee here no iote of bloody . . 
The words exprelly are a pound of fle(h : 
Take then thy bond^take thou thy pound of fle(h^ 
But in the cutting it,if thou doft (hed 
One drop of Ch^ftian blood^thy lands and goods 
Are by the lawes of Venice^ conbfcate 
Vnto the State of Venice. 



Gtm.O vpright ludeCf 
Marke few, O learned iMdge. 



Sb)f.h that the Law f 

Par.Thy fclfc (bait fee the A& : 
For as thgpl vrgeft iuftice,be alTurM 
Thou (Kalt haue iuftice, more then thou de(ireftt 

Gr4.0 learned Iudge,marke hm^t learned ludge* 

lew J take this offer theoipay the bond thrice. 



And 



li. 



the Merchant ffVemce^ 

And let the Chriftito go* V ^ ••' 

BsfMcetc it ihc mbncf • 

P#r. Soft»the lew (htll htue til iuftice/ofc no haft 
He (hall haue nothing but the penalty. 

Ora. O Iew,an vpright t|idge, • learned iudge* 

?#r« Therefore prepare thee to cut off the flefli, 
Shed thou no blood, nor cut thou leffe iK>r tnorej 
But iuft a pound offle(h:tfthoucutft more * 
Or lefle then a iuft pound, be it but Co much 
At makes it light or heauy in the fubftance. 
Or the djuifion of the twentith part 
Of one poore fcruple ; nay, if the fcatedo tume ' 

But in the efttmation oft hairCt 
Thou dyeft,and all thy goods are confifcate« 

Gr4.A'fecond Danid^aDaniellew, 
Now tnfidell I haue you on the hip. 

r#r. Why doth the lew paufe^take thy forfeyattt. 

Sbj^. Giue me my principalis and let me go* 

J74||/I I haue it ready for oieetheere it is. 

?#r» He hath reftifd it in the open Court, 
And (hall haue meerely iuftice and hia bond, 

Cr4. A Daniel ftill (ay I, a fecond Daniel^ 
I thanke thee lew for teaching me that word* 

Sbf. Shall I not haue bare^ my princioall ? 

Par.Thoo (halt haue nothing out the torfey ture. 
To be fo taken at thy per ill lew. 

Shj^. Why then the deuill giue him good of it : 
* Ileftaynolongerheereinqueftion, 
PtfT.Tarry lew, 
The Law hath yet another hold on you. 
It is enaf^ed in the lawes of Venice, 
If it be proued againft anv alien, ^ * • 

That by direft,or indirea attempts^ 
He feeke the life of any Citizen, 
The party gainft the which he doth contriue# 
Shall feixe on halfe his goods i the other hal^ 
•wr;-; I Comet 



G>mef to the priuv cofter of the Stice^ 

And the offenders life lies in the mercjf 
Of the Duke oaely «gattift all other yoyce. 
In which predicament I fay^thou ftandft : 
For it appeares by manifelt proceeding. 
That tndireftlyyand direAly to 
Thou haft contriued eainft the tery life 
Of the defendant : and thou haft incurd 
The danger formerly by me rehetrft. 
DoDvne therefore,and beg mercy of the Duke* 
(7r4.Beg that thou maifthaue leaue to haog thy fclf^ 
And yet thy wealch being forfeit ao the ftite^ 
Thou haft not left the t anie of i cord. 
Therefore thou muft be hangd at theSutes charge, 

Dd^.That thou (hale fee the diffrcoce of our fptricsj 
I pardon thee thy life before thou aske it : 
For halfe thy w^th,it is t/<ln&MM#, 
The other halfe conies to the generall State^ 
Which humbleneffe may driue vnto a fine* 
Pcr.\ for the ftate»not for Anthmti§. 
* ^ Sfy.H^y^i ake my life and all,pardon not that ^ 

4 You take my houfe^wbeo you do take the prop 
That doth (uftainemy houfe / you take m life 
^ When you do :^e the meanes wherby I line. 

*• PmrJW hat mercy can you render him,wMlpMif ? 

Gra^h haher gratis^othingelfe for Gods fake. 
jiftSo pleafe my Lord the UukCySe all the Court, 
To quit the ftne for one halfe of his goods ^ 
I am content ; (o he will let mehaue 
The other halfe in vfe»to render it 
Vpon his death vnto the Gentlemaa 
Tnat lately fiole his daughter. 
Two things prouided m#re,that for this (auour 
Heprefently become a Chriftiao : 
The othcr^that he do record a gift 
Htere in the Couct^of tU he dieapoflcft 

^' ',' ') ^"•^ 
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th ^5Kfmh4nt of Vemce. 

Vnto bis foMc VtrmKs and kit dioghccf . 

2>ii*;f .He ftiall do chts,or eUe I do reciiic 
The pardon chat I late prooouoced heere. 

P&r.hxt chou contcated lew ? what doft thou (ay } 

SbjA an cooteoc* 

?«r.Qearke,driw a deed of gift. 

Shf. I prav you giue me leaue to go from beace^ 
I am not well»iend the deed after me» 
And I will figne it. 

Hff^.Get thee goiie»but do it. 
GrdAn cbriftning/halt thou haue tyro GodfttherSf 
Had I bene iudgejUiou (houldft badl%ad ten more* 
To bring thee to the gallowes/ioc the Foot. 

Exit. 

Dd^.Sir^I intreateyou home with me dinner* 

F&rA humbly dcfire your Grace of pardon^ 
I muft away this night toward Atti^ 
And it at meete I prefently fet fordi. 

Dt^gA am fony that your leyfure finroea yoanoc» 
^mthmi^^^niAt this gentleman. 
For in my minde you axe much bound to him* 

Exit !>9J(SimdbiitnUm. 

ti^^ Moft worthy gentleman^I and my friend 
Haue by your wifedome bene this day acquited 
Of greeuous pena]ties,in lew whereof, 
Three thoufand ducats due vnto the lew. 
We fireely cope your courteous paines withtlU 

^iir. And (land indebted ouer and abouc 
In loue and feruice to you eueimore. 

fmr. He is well paid^that is well fatisfiedf 
And I deliueringyott,am fatisfied, 
And therein do account my felfe well paid. 
My minde was neuer yet more merctoary. 
I pray you know me when we meete agune* 
I wiAiyo«W€U,iod fo I take my leaue. 






The QomcdU Hifiarynf 

Bdf.Dctrc fir, of force I miifl ictempc you fintbcr^ 
Take fome remembrance efts ts a tribute. 
Not ars a fee : grant me two things I pray you^ 
Not to deny ipe, and to pardon me« 

r#r. You preflc me farre, and therefore IwtU yceld, 
Giue me your glouesi He weare them f6r your faie^ 
And for your louc, ile uke this ring from you. 
Do not draw backe your hand, ile take no more. 
And you in ioue (hall not deny me this. 

'Ssff. This Ring good fir, alia it is a trifle, 
IwiUnot(baniemyfeifetogiueyouthis« ^ , 

7#r, I vf ill haue nothiifjf elfe but onely thia^ 
And now methinkcs I haue a minde to it. 

Bd/f, Titere*) more then this depends vpon the Yalew : 
The dearcft Riog in Venice I will gtue you. 
And finde it out by Proclamation,. 
Onely for thi s I pray you pardon mee ? 
Par. 1 fee fir you are libcrall in otfers. 
You taught nte firft co.begge, and now me tbinkes 
You teach me how a begger (hould be anfwes^d* . 

Bd/f. Good fir, this Ring was giuen me by mpn'A, 
And when (he put it on, (he made me f dw. 
That I fiiould neither fell,nor giue, nor loofe it. 

P^.That fcufe ferues many men to faue their gifteS| 
And if yotir wife be not a mad woman, 
A nd know how well I haue deferud the Ring, 
She would not hold out enemy for euer. 
Fur giuing it to me •* well* peace bee with yoik Extwmt 

An. My Lord Bd0!mh, let him haue the RiAg* 
Let his deferuinfis and my Ioue withall, .j • " 

Be Tale w'd gatnft your wiues commtndement. * ' 'j 

Buff. Go Grdiism^ ffuone iod oueruke him* 
Giue him the Riog,aiid bring him if thou eaoft 

■'^ hoafii»away,iqMke haft. 

. : ''1 £infMC2hsMiiNb . 
X 1 Come 



tbe^tSM^^ Venice. 

Come you tnd I will chicte l^cefeotljrt 
And in the morning early wiU ^e boch 
Fly toward Betmrnn, come At9ikmk. 

SktirKtrriffk. 

Pmr. Enquire the lewes bouTe out, gtuehtm this deede^ 
And let him figne it, weel away to night. 
And be a day before our husbands home : 
This deede will be well wdcomctd Lorenzp. 

Emter GrMism. 

• 

Grd. Faire (ir^you are well ore-tane, 
My Lord Sfffimi^ vpon more aduice. 
Hath fent you hecre this Ring, and doth intreate 
Your company at dinner^ 

P#r Jhat cannot be. 
This Ring I do accept moft thankefuUy, 
And fo I pray you tell him. Furthermore, 
Ipny you (hew my youth old Shylockes houfe. 

Gy'4. That will (do. 

NiTt Sir» I would fpeake with you. 
lie fee if I can get my husbands Ring, 
Which I did make him fweare to keepe for euer« 

Pmr. Thou maift I warrant, we (hall haue old fwetring 
That they did giue the Ring! away to metn 
But weele out-face them»and out-fweare them too^ 
Away,make haft,thou know'ft where I will tarry« 

JVirr#Come good (ir, wHl you fliew me to this houfe i- 

m 

Emir Lmnmx^ mid leffkiU 

Lfr. The Moone (hiiKabright. 
/n fuch a night as this. 
When the fweet wmde did gsotly kiile the Treca» 

•: ly Audi 
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Tie ComiuSHi/t$it^ c/ * 

And they did make no noffe^a (bch^t ntghCf 
Trtjlm me-chinkt mounced the Tropin vftU^ 
And ligh'J his foule toward the Gfcciw Teats 
Where 'CrefaJ^ lay ibac night* 

yi;^4. Ill fuch a night 
Did Tbis^si fcarefullv ore*trip die de^ 
And (aw the Lyons inidow ere himfeifey 
And ranne difmayed away. 

£jr#if.In fuch anight • 
Stood Diif with a wUlow in herhand 
Vpon the wilde Tea bankt.and waft her Lone 
To come igaine to ^arthage. 

IfJJkaAn fuch a nighty 
Afedes gathered the inchanted bearbf 
That did renew old Ffitt. 

LorenAn fuch a night 
Did Itfficd fteale firom the wealthy lew^ 
And with an vnthrift loue did runne from Veoice» ^ 

As farre as Belmont* 

/^4.1n fuch a nteht 
Did young Ir^fxrx^ nveare he loued her wdl^ 
Stealing her foule with' many vowes of faith. 
And nere a true one, 

Lpt^ Jn fach a night 
Did pretty Ar^^ (like a Itttte (hrew) 
Slancier.herLoue,andheforgoueither. ' 

lejpca.l would out«fiightyou<iid nobody comet ' - 

But hearkeil heare the footing of a man. 

.... 

• ■ 

EfitirdMiffmgir. 

Lore9t.yN\\o comes 4b?aft in (ilence of the ni ght ? 
Me^€n.K friend. 

L^m. A friaid^wbat friend jour name I ifti^jovtfAttiAJ 
il/fj(/^« A4pi&4i»# is my name«and I bring word 
My miftris will befbrcthebref k«^dty 

Bee 



the Merchant o/Vmcc^ 

Be heere tc Bilmmn^ (he docb tbtty tboix 
By holy aoffes where Iheknedci and pr»yes 
For hippy wedlockes bourei • 

Lmw. Who comes with her f 

MeJpmMont but t holy Herinir and her mtid : 
Iprjy you is my Matter yet recura'd? 

L^fm.Hc is noc,nor we haue ooc heard firom him^ 
But goe we in I pray thet lefficM^ 
And ceremonioufly let ts prepare 
Some welcome for the Miftris of the houfe» 

C/#wii#.Sola^fola :.wo hatho^la^fota. 

£#rMi«Who calles i 

CiSiNni.Sola,did.youfeeM«i^«i«<^»M,Zi9W3C0,iol^^^^ . • 

X«w. Leaue hollowing man^hecr e« 

Cl m ^n ,Sola,wher e,where ? . 

Zifm«Heere« 

CUmm. Tell him there's a Poft come from my Mafter» with 
his home full of good newes> my Mafier will be heere.erc mor* 
'Bingtfweete foule* 

Lmrwm. Lett's inland there expe A their comming. 
And yet no matter ; why (hould we go in ? 
My mend 5r€p&4i»#,(ignifie I pray you 
Within the houfe,your miftrts iaat hand. 
And bring you( ii|u(icke foorth into the ayre« 
How fweete the Moone-light fleepes vpon this bankei. 
Heere will we (it, and let the founds of muficke 
Creepe in our cares foft ftilnefle,and the night 
Become the tucchcs of f\%eete harinony : 
Sit le/pcdylooVe how the flqore of heauen 
Is thickc tnlayed withpattentsx^f bright gold. 
There's not the Cualleft orbe which thou beholdft,. 
But in his motiopHke an Ane ell fings, 
&iU quiring to tlieyoungeide Cbe^Mbins ; 

Such 



r 
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Soch birmony if in iiMioMt Attltf J 
Bucwhilftthtsmiidiiy.t^ftiirt'^ilcctf - 
Doth groflely do! e in ic» vrc ctnaoc betre ic« 
Come hoc, and wake Dims with hioi t bymne. 
With fwcctdt cottcliet pierce vonr miArif care. 
And draw her home with Munckie.'"* ; . < r 

tif. I am ne«ier merry , when ^neare fwetce Mufick; 

hfr. The reafon if, your l^kicf are atcenfioe : 
For, dobucnocea wltdeanctwfinonheard^ ' * i 
Or race ofyouthfuU and vnhandled Colcf , 
Fetching road boundf , bellowing aind neighing lowdj 
UUiich is the hot condition of their blood, 
/f they perchance but heare a Trumpet foand» ' 
Or aiiy aire ofmuficke touch their eares , 
You mall perceiiit them make a\ijiRiial>flandt 
Their fauage eies turn'd to a modeft gaxe*- • 
By the fweetc power of muficke. TMrefinre tb« Poet * 
Did faine that Orpheuf drew treef , ftones , and floddf • 
Since nought fo ftockt(h hard knd full of rage, 
Hfic Yiilf fief e foi'tiie chne doch change his nanre> 
The man that hath no muficke in htmfelfe, ' 
Nor if not mobo'd with conc6td i^fweete foMcft; 
H 6c for treafons, ftra^agemf ,and ipoylet, - 
The motions of his Ipirit are dull at ni ghc» * 
and his affe^ions darke as Tir^m : 



• 






« 
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Let no fttch man be ttufted. Marke the Miilickt;*' 
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Entir Nirri^d mtd PmU. 



?^. That light we fe^is bttrnihg M mrhtUt 
How farre that little candle tWbiive^ ftiwatuciy ' 
Sofhines agpoddecdclnanaughty^oifld. v • ^ 
NfT. When the Moone (hpfie we did noc fee the candle* 
?#r. So doth the mater ^lory dim the lelfe# ' 
A fubfticttce (bines brightly i»ii Kirtg, 



fv 
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ike CMercbdntofVemci. 

Vfidll t Klojg be by^aod then his fttce 
Empties it (elfe»u doch tn in-land hrooke 
loco the mtine of waters t Muficke^htrke. 

NiT. it is yoor muficke Mtdam of the hou(e« 

Pmr. Nothing is good I fee wsthoat relpeA^ 
Methiokes it founds aMch fweeter then by day* 

Hit. Silence beftowes that Tenue on it Madam. 

t0r. The Crow doth iuig al fweetly as the LaA^ 
When neither is attended ; and I thinke 
The Nightingale if (he (bould fing bv day 
When euery &oofe is cackling, would be thought 
No better a Mufitian then the Wren. « 
How many things by feafon^afon'd are 
To their right praife,and true perfeAion. ^ 
Peace, how the Moone fleepes with Endimiof^ 
And would not be awak*d« 

Lsr. That is the voice, I 

Or I am much decdu'd of f stim. 

Pmr. He knowes me as the blinde man knowea 
The Qickoi by the bad roy ce. 

L9r. Deere Lady^welcome home. 

?sr. We haue bin praying for our husband healthy 
Whicli fpeed we hope the better for our words. 
Are they retum'd? 

Lmnm. Madam, they are not yet : 
But there is come a Meflenger befi>re^ 
To (ignifie their comming, 

?sr« Go in Nimjfd, 
Giue order tomy (eruanUt that they uke 
No note at all of our being abfenc hence. 
Nor you Lsr^«i6#/f|0SM nor you. . 

LiT, Your hus)Miidisathand»iheare his Trumpet^ ,.,, 
We are no telktales Mbdairie, ieare yon not. 

^«r. This aigkt me thinkesis but the day light fick^ 
Itlookesalittle'palcrytiMdiy,,; . 






1. 



• The Con^idl Hiftwytf 



kKter Bjfttth^ Antlwti^^ Gr4tum0^ mdikHr 

J?i^. Wc (hould hold day wichth^ Ancipodti, 
Ifyou would walkc in abfenct of che funncw 
.,'' P^r. Letuiegiuelighcybuclecmenotbcrighc, 

For t light wifcdocb make a btauy busbiciA, . ' v 

And neucr be 7i;^i0 (b for roe. 

But God fori all ; y *are welcome home my Lord* 

Baj[. I thanke yoa Madame,giue welcome to my fttend^ 
- This is the man.chis is Amth9ni^^ 

I To whom I am fo infinitely bound* 

jr ?^. You (hould in all (enee bemuch bound to hhn^. 

I ForasIheare.hewiiKmdchboQndforyoit. 

^«r.No more then I am well acquitted oC 

PtfT.Sir^you are very welcome to oar houfe^ 
It muft appcare in other waves then words^ 
Therefore I (dMVlM^ breaching cortefie* ^ . . 

04.By yonder Moone IfweaffcyoaidomeJitmig;: 
Infaith I gaue it to the ludget Clarke/ -^ 
Would ht wcM* gelt tli^ hid it for my pat tfi 
Since you do take it (L«it)(b much at hart*. - 

V^.h quarrell hoe already «what*s the matter ? 

O4. About a hoope of gdtd,a pattryxing: , 
That Ihe did glue me, whdfi^fNoefie^ai''! «?.•: 
For all the world like Cutlers poetry '. 
Vponaknife,LaM#«pr/pv^/f4iiriMiw#* . 

ASfT^What talke ydd dfthe>po^fieMthetai«ei' 
YourworetomewhenldtdgiueityoVt ? 
That you would weare it till ydor boorebf ^dctdi^ \ 
And thac^f^fKMif iye«Aliiy(id toydtf g^ . vi^ / 
Though not for xoi^i^ik^ c . ^ 

You(hoii»WraeM«^ . >' 

GaocU a ludges Oarl^e tno GcMfi^ftf ludMti :»! •' w ' ^< 
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the z^ferckdnt^f Venice. 

OrsMt witl|iad if he line to be t mam 
Aiff'.L if t wooMO line CO be t mill. 
GrsJtiov9 bjrcbtsbaod /gaiaeic co t youth^ 
A kinde of boy ^t little faubbed boy » 
No higher theo thy felfe, the ludgei Qirke^ 
A prtting boy that begd it at a ieet 
I could not m oiy heart deny it fainu 

?«r. Yon were too blame. 1 muft be plaine inth yoUt 
To part fo fligbtly with yoar wioeii firft gift^ 
A thing ftttcke on ^i th oatbi Tpon your nngei^ 
And fo riuetcd with faith Tnto your flefli. 
I gaue my Loue a ring,and laade him fweare 
Iwier to part with it^and heere he ftands ; 
I dare be iwome for l^m he would not leaue i^ 
Nor plucke it from his finger ^fbr the wealth 
That the world mafters.Now in faith Gratum^^ 
You giue your wife too Tnkinde a caufe of grecfej N< 
And twere to me I fhould be road at it. 

Bdif. Why I were beft to cut my left hand off^ 
And fweare I lofl the Ring defending it. 

OrdMy Lord %tfdm0 gaue:his ring away 
Vnto the ludge that begd it^and indeed 
DeferuM it to: and then the boy hit Qarke 
That tooke fome paines in writing,he begd mine^ 
And neither man nor mailer wouki take ought 
But the two rings. 

fir. What ring gaue you my Lord ? 
Not that I hope which you rcciu'd of me. 

Af^If I could adde a lye vmo a fauk, . 
I would deny it •• but you fee my finger 
Hath not the ring vpon it^it is gone* 

^«r.Euen fo void is your falle heart of truth* 
By heauen I will nere come in your bed^ 
Vntilll fee the ring. 

ATIrr.Nor I in yours. 
Till I againe fee mine« 
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The QonucJl Hifiory of 

IfVou did know to whomc I gtoe the Ring, 
Ityou did know for whom I gtue the Ring, 
Add would conceiue for what I gauc che Ring, 
And how Tnwilliogly 1 left che Rine, 
When noaghc would be accepted but the Ring* 
You would abate the ftrength oTyour difoleafure* 

P0r. If you hid knowne the Tertue ofthe Ring, 
Ofhalfe her wor thinefle that g aue the Ring, 
Or your o wne honor to eontasne the Ring^ 
You would not then haue parted with the Ring* 
What man is there (o much ▼nreafooable» 
If you had pieafd to haue defended it 
With any termes of xeale, wanted the modefly 
To Tfge the thing held as a ceremony ? 
Nerri^d teaches me what to beleeue^ 
He die for't, but fome woman had the Ring* 

B^. No by my honor Madam^by my ioule 
No woman had it, but a ciuill Do AoTf 
Which did rcfufe three thoufand Ducatefofmej 
And begd the Ring« the which I did deny himy 
And f utter'd htm to go away difpleafd| 
Eucn he that did vphold the very life 
Ofmy deere friend. What (hould I fiiy fweet Lady ? 
I was enforc'd to fend it after him : 
I was befet with ftiame and courteiie. 
My honour would not let ingratitude 
So much befmcare it. Pardon me good Lady^ 
For by the fe blefled Candles ofthe night. 
Hid you bene there, I thinke you would haue begd* 
The Ring of me, to giue the worthy Doftor. 

P0r. Let not that Do Aor ere come neere my houfe^ 
Since he hath got the ieweil that I loued. 
And that which you did fweare to keepe for me^ 
I will become as liberall as you, 
lie not deny him any thing I haue. 

No, 



the ^5\tercbdnt ^ Venice. 

Nofnoc my bodie, nor my husbands bed .* 

Know him I (hall, I am well fure of it. 

Lve not a night from home : watch me like Argos, 

It you do not, ifl be left alone^ 

Now by mine honor, which is yec mine ownei 

He haue chat Do£tor for my bed*fellow. 

Ner. And I his Clarke : therefore be well aduifd 
How you do leaue me to mine owne proteiftion. 

Crd. Well do you fo : lee not me ukc him then. 
For if I do,lle marre the yong Clarkes pen. 

j1». I am th'vnhappy fubieft of thefe quarrdt • 

Par. Sir, grccuc not70u, you are welcome notwithftanding. 

Bdf. Parhd^ forgiue me this enforced wrong. 
And in the hearing of thefe many friends 
I fweare to thee, euen by thine owne faire eyes, 
Wherein I fee my fclfe. 

Par. Marke you but that. 
In both my eyes he doubly fees himfelfe : 
In each eye one^fweare by your double (elfe^ 
And there's an oath of credite. 

Bdf. Nay, but heare me. 
Pardon this fsult,and by my foule I fweare, 
I neuer more will breake an oach with thee. 

jift. I once did lend my body for his wealth. 
Which but for him that had jrour husband Ring^ 
Had quite mifcarried. / dare be bound agaioe^ 
My foule vpon the forfet, that your Lord 
Will neuer more breake faith adutfedly. 

Par. Then vou (hall be hia furety ; giue him this,: 
And bid him iceepe it better then tne other. 

jifi. Heere Lord Bafffmia^ fweare to kene this Rhi^ . 

Bdf, By heauen it is the fame I gaue the DoAor. 

Por.\ had it of him ; pardon nrw Bdflmm^ 
For by this ring the DoAor lay with me. 

Ner. And pardon me my gentle ^tMim^ 
For that fame fcrubbed boy the Docbra ClaiiM^ . •. 
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HcckU 



?»■ 



the i^i^ertbant if Venice, 

Ptr, It if aliDofl raotning, 
And yn Ime fure jroa are not fatisfied 
Of ilieTe ctMoti at fulLLct'i go in, 
And charge vi there vpon iaieivotoriei. 
And we will anfwer all thingi njithfully, 

CruXet it be fo,the Btft uitergototy 
That my Nrmffk (halt be fwornc on Jf , 
Whether till the oeit night (he had rather ftay. 
Or go to bed now,being two houre* to day :' 
But wete the day come,! {hould wi(h it darke. 
That I were couching with the Clarke. 
Well,whi!e I liue,ilc feare no other thing 
So ^w^t keeping faft iVcm|/«r Ring. 
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